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Save the Date! 
virtual FunDraiSer  
‘We love reDmonD’ 
FriDay, may 7, 2021  

6:30 pm

The Redmond Historical Society is hosting its first-ever Virtual 
Fundraiser! Our goal is to raise funds for our new office, continuing to 
digitize our collection of Sammamish Valley News, and preparing our 
museum space in the Old Redmond Schoolhouse. For details on how 
to register, see p. 4.

•	 President John Oftebro dives deep into history, p. 3.
•	 Tom Hitzroth looks at Luke McRedmond’s post office application, 

p. 6.
•	 Society brings back Walking Tours in 2021, p. 7
•	 Video game company seeks contributions for documentary, p. 10.

“A Living History of the City”
Founded in 1946 by Bob Bailie, the 
Sammamish Valley News was Redmond’s 
community newspaper until 1997. Today, 
the Redmond Historical Society continues 
its efforts to preserve this valuable record 
of Redmond’s history. 

May 10, 1956, “Scenes from Redmond 
PTA Big Top,” SVN. Photo: Swede 
Gabulson, Gabulson’s Studio

https://www.redmond-reporter.com/news/saturday-speaker-series-history-of-redmonds-sammamish-valley-news/
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
John Oftebro • President
Laura Lee Bennett • Senior Vice President
John Watson• Vice President Finance, CPA
Rachel Davis • Vice President Collections
Deborah Oftebro • Secretary

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Ed “Dint” O’Brien
ChuNi Kao
Judith Simpson
Paige Norman
Jo Ann Potter
Sue-Lynn Walsh

ADMINISTRATIVE & 
COLLECTIONS MANAGER
Halee P. Turner

ATTORNEY • Charles Diesen
Our finances are public record and may 
be viewed at the office.

FREE NEWSLETTER
If you don’t subscribe, please sign up.
Call the office at 425.885.2919 or email 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org. 
State your preference of email or U.S. Mail.
The Historical Society prefers email as it’s 
inexpensive and photos are enhanced online.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.
Historical.Society/

THE REDMOND RECORDER
is published nine times annually.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Laura Lee Bennett 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Teresa Potter • Urban Dakota Creative

SocieTy newS

PHONE 425.885.2919
ADDRESS 16600 NE 80th Street 
 Redmond, WA 98052
WEBSITE redmondhistoricalsociety.org
EMAIL info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
HOURS Please contact the office to 
 schedule an appointment

2021

Society Partners with Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty brokers Cynthia Olsen and 
Mary Sullivan have formed a unique 
partnership with the Redmond Historical 
Society in an effort to help raise money 
for the Society. Sotheby’s International 
Realty will give 10% of commissions 
to support the Redmond Historical 
Society when you or someone you 
refer is looking to buy or sell property. 
Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty established this program as a 
way to give back to organizations that 
are committed to the welfare of our 
communities. For more information, 
contact Cynthia Olsen at cynthia.olsen@
sothebysrealty.com, 425.877.9904, 
Mary Sullivan at mary.sullivan@
sothebysrealty.com, 425.449.2841, or 
call the Society Office at 425.885.2919.

Meet Guest 
Editor, Christine 
Clark! Christine 
has lived in 
the area since 
the 1970s. She 

has many ties to Redmond, and 
is fascinated with local history. 
Currently, she is the Senior 
Communications Specialist in the 
Tech Department for a Fortune 
500 Logistics Company in Seattle. 
Christine is excited to be the guest 
editor for the May Issue.

mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society/
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society/
redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
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PReSidenT’S noTebook

Remember those high school 
history classes when you listened 
to your teacher read from a book? 
Then you needed to memorize 
each chapter for the tests? To 
me, learning history was a chore. 
Now that I’m older and much 
more mature, I can’t get enough 
of what I missed during my 
formative years, my young family 
and career years, and now in 
retirement. 

I took up reading historical novels 
(James Michener), then took 
some deep dives into biographies 
of Ben Franklin, Steve Jobs 
(Walter Isaacson), and others. 
Now a veteran of late-learned 
Redmond history after joining 
the Society, I’m finding history in 
many accessible places. While 
researching my “Snake Oil” 
presentation, I used a variety 
of tools: borrowed books (The 
Bartell Story), a college textbook 
that I kept for some reason, the 
King County Library, the internet, 
calling on pharmacy professors, 
and even some recollections from 
my years in practice.

Diving Deep 
into hiStory

By John Oftebro

Deep into my project, I realized I 
had amassed so much material, 
I was faced with real challenging 
decisions of what to eliminate to 
meet the time allotted for my talk. 
The internet source was addictive, 
and it opened up so many links 
that I was constantly following 
other trails of US pharmacy 
history—people and things that 
weren’t really related to my talk, 
but very interesting. Wikipedia 
sites were helpful, but HistoryLink 
was the “winner” for me, since it 
led to so many fascinating stories 
of Washington state history.

I’m now reading John Adams, by 
David McCullough, and I can’t 
imagine how much research such 
a book takes. What a story—I’ve 
already learned so much more 
than in that history class. It’s 
amazing that there are so many 
interesting parallels to today’s 
politics.

What are your favorite historical 
reads? 

https://historylink.org/
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Save the Date! 
virtual FunDraiSer:  
We love reDmonD

Friday, May 7, 2021; 6:30 p.m.
Funds raised will be used toward 
continuing to digitize our collection 
of Sammamish Valley News, and 
preparing our museum space in 
the Old Redmond Schoolhouse.

Digitize an issue or a month of  
the Sammamish Valley News

Museum and exhibit supplies

Registration is required, 
click here to register. For more info, con-
tact info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org, 
or call our office: 425-885-2919.

https://event.auctria.com/454b50f1-f039-4b16-9585-26c5017ce243/17e79e00ef7811e9a6d4d9143a192aa8
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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SaTuRday SPeakeR SeRieS

april Speaker recountS 
Wa State pharmacy hiStory 
On April 10, 2021, historian, 
retired pharmacist, and Society 
President John Oftebro gave a 
lively, information-packed talk 
titled “From Snake Oil to Vaccines: 
Pharmacy History in Washington 
State.” More than 90 people 
attended the virtual program.

Highlights included a history of the 
development of the Bartell Drugs 
chain of stores, the Kelley-Ross 
pharmacies, a look at the early 
pharmacies of Redmond, and a 
discussion of the ways in which the 
state of Washington has been a 
national leader in the development 
of the pharmacy profession. 

In case you missed it, you can 
check out the recording on 
YouTube. Special thanks to the 
following program committee 
members: Margy Rockenbeck, 
for leading the development of this 

program; Emma Rockenbeck, 
for moderating the Q&A; and 
John Oftebro, who doubled 
as our speaker, and skillfully 
compressed more than 200 
years of Washington state and 
local pharmacy history into an 
entertaining and accessible 
overview. Thanks also to 
Deborah Oftebro for eagle-eye 
proofreading, and Halee Turner 
for Zoom tech support.

If you have any questions or 
comments about the program, 
please contact Halee Turner, 
Redmond Historical Society 
Manager.

Additional resources—including 
books on Native American 
medicine, and a timeline of events 
that changed the practice of 
pharmacy—can be found on our 
website. 

[L-R] First pharmacy in Olympia, WA, 1953.
John Oftebro behind the counter at Kusler’s Pharmacy, 1968.

Students working on SimWoman at the WSU College of Pharmacy, 2020.

https://tinyurl.com/5b9pdds
mailto:manager@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:manager@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:manager@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/resource-guide-from-snake-oil-to-vaccines-pharmacy-history-in-washington-state
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LocaL hiSToRy

luke mcreDmonD’S 
poSt oFFice application By Tom Hitzroth

On February 22, 1883, Luke 
McRedmond filed an application with 
the Post Office Department to change 
the name of the local post office from 
“Melrose” to “Redmond,” and also 
asked to relocate it. 

He included these details regarding 
the vicinity:
•	 The planned new location for the 

post office.
•	 The first known mention of 

Redmond Creek.

The application shows that Luke 
intended to locate the post office 
on the bank of the Sammamish 
River, a mile north of Adam Tosh’s 
Melrose Post Office (between the 
Leary Street Bridge and the SR 520 
Bridge). However, he couldn’t locate 
it there because the Northern Pacific 
Railroad owned the land. Eventually, 
on September 1, 1883, he would 
purchase that land, but by then the 
post office was in his home.  

The annotated changes on the 
application caused me confusion 
regarding his meaning. It took careful 
reading to work it out. He indicated 
the mouth of Redmond Creek at the 
Sammamish River.  I was able to 
identify the creek on an 1871 survey 
map, a 1922 road service map, and 
a drainage map, and then follow it 
back to its headwaters on Education 
Hill. Over the years the creek has 
disappeared, but the channel can still 
be followed today using the old maps. 

Luke mentions the area as a 
comparatively new settlement, 
although Adam Tosh on his post office 
application called the area a farming 
settlement. So we know that in 1883, 
Redmond was still in the settlement 
stage.

From McRedmond’s 1883 application, 
we learned new things about the 
Redmond Post Office, and about a 
creek that is no longer visible.

Melrose to Redmond application, 1883. Luke McRedmond’s home ca. 1886. 
Source: Marymoor Museum Collection, Eastside Heritage Center.
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Society BringS Back Walking tourS

Since 2003, Tom Hitzroth has led 
walking tours of Redmond’s historic 
district. Over the years, the tour has 
evolved from one hour to two, with the 
script changing as new information 
is discovered. “I’m looking for the 
question I can’t answer, which means 
I need to look further into a particular 
area.” 

A lifelong Eastside resident, Hitzroth 
continues to work at identifying details 
of Redmond development from its 
earliest times into the 1930s. He is 
currently researching the historic site 
of the earlier settlement of Melrose 
that preceded Redmond as well 
as the historic development of the 
downtown. 

Tom Hitzroth in front of 

Justice White House/Hotel Redmond. 

Photo: John Oftebro

2021 Walking Tour Schedule 

Sunday May 16, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Sunday June 13, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Sunday August 15, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Sunday September 5, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Tours meet as scheduled rain or shine and begin across the street from the 
Justice White House/Hotel Redmond (Jensen/Fey Architects) at 7730 NE 76th St.

Please be advised that masks are required for the duration of this event. These 
events also include a significant amount of walking or standing, with limited 
opportunities for resting. We recommend wearing comfortable shoes, weather-
appropriate clothing, and bringing a water bottle.

Tickets are available for $10 per person at Redmond Historical Society Events. 
Registration is required by the Wednesday prior to the tour, and tours are 
limited to 10 participants. To ensure the group maximum is not exceeded, 
please make sure your registration includes every member of your party. For 
further questions, please call our office at 425-885-2919.

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/events
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membeRShiP

recognizing liFetime memBerS 
Wayne anD lucille hanSen
Wayne R. Hansen was born on 
September 8, 1913 in Snohomish, 
Washington to Robert Andrew and 
Lottie Ann (Loudon) Hansen. Wayne 
met Lucille B. Stoll at Lincoln High 
School (Seattle).  They married in 
1936 and had two children: Tom and 
Christine.  

Wayne and Lucille purchased the 
old Weber farmhouse on East Lake 
Sammamish after answering a 
classified ad for the property in 1944. 
Wayne continued to work in Seattle 
as a truck driver, commuting from the 
Eastside to Seattle.

Both Wayne and Lucille were active 
volunteers in their community. Wayne 
was the Grange Master for the Happy 
Valley Grange, and active with the 
YMCA. Lucille and many other women 
from the Grange were responsible for 
the first float entry in the Redmond 
Bicycle Derby (now Derby Days). 
Lucille also sewed costumes for the 
PTA Circus and taught camping skills 
as a Girl Scout troop leader. She 
spear-headed bringing a 10-party 
phone line into Redmond, and helped 
establish milk delivery to East Lake 
Sammamish. 

Wayne and Lucille’s son, Tom 
Hansen, continues the tradition of 
community involvement, volunteering 
with the Redmond Historical Society 
and providing a wealth of information 
regarding Redmond’s history. Tom 
purchased a Lifetime Membership 

Lucille B. Hansen-Bellings with her
two children, Christine and Tom

in memoriam for Lucille, Mother’s 
Day 2009 (Redmond Recorder, June 
2009, p. 4), and Wayne, April 2011 
(Redmond Recorder, May 2011, p. 8). 

See photos and more information 
about the Hansen family, the PTA 
Circus, and Derby Days in the online 
archives on our website.

If you’re interested in becoming 
a member of Redmond Historical 
Society, please join on our website, or 
complete and mail the application on 
page 11 of this newsletter.

new LifeTime membeRShiPS
Welcome, new Lifetime Member 
Patricia Trepanier (purchased by 
Roger Trepanier) and thank you, 
Linda Hussey, for your Lifetime 
Membership in memory of Frank and 
Miye Yoshitake.

https://379e4f6f-0bcf-4169-a255-324715501571.filesusr.com/ugd/57a00c_f228eece66eb476b9696c8d8ffa4b998.pdf
https://379e4f6f-0bcf-4169-a255-324715501571.filesusr.com/ugd/57a00c_356d3557572f43d08b6932312357cda1.pdf
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/become-a-member
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VoLunTeeR coRneR

408 volunteer hourS!

Patsy Rosenbach 
Photo: Halee Turner

A Volunteer Voice…

“My volunteerism on behalf of the Redmond Historical Society is 
borne of a loyalty to the place I grew up.  I am proud of what the 

Society represents and have total regard and respect for those that 
have contributed their capable oversight. I enjoy the interaction with 

folks in my role as a greeter at events, at the Redmond Saturday 
Market, and as one of the event photographers capturing the essence 
of all the preparation and duration of fundraisers and the Derby Days 
Parade to commemorate these events for the archives. Making this 

small contribution is something I enjoy doing.”
—Patsy Rosenbach

Happy Birthday!
ChuNi Kao, May 5
Celine Tesch, May 16
James Kerrigan, May 25

If you’d like us to recognize your birthday in upcoming newsletters, 
please complete the information on your renewal form or email 

membership@redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

mailto:membership@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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SocieTy newS

Sharon Freeman, Ballisty
Louise Graep Barnes
David Best
John and Jay Cogan
Marjorie Costello
John Couch
Cory de Jong
Sally Jo Eberhardt
Betty L. Emmanuel
Tony Emmanuel
Don and Mary Fowler
Frank Garbarino
Peggy Garbarino
Madeleine Roberts Hagen
Suzanne Hall
Mary Hanson
Jerry Hardy
Chris Himes
Rosemarie Ives
Patricia Weiss Jovag
Barbara Weiss Joyce

Allen Lang
Judy Aries Lang
Judith M. Lankford
Miguel Angel Llanos
*Cheryl Strong Magnuson
*Gene Magnuson
Jon M. Magnussen
Dorothy Matsui
Diana Morelli
Panfilo Morelli
Allison Reed Morris
Edward O’Brien
Deborah Oftebro
John Oftebro
LeRoy Olson
Dale Potter
Jo Ann Potter
Bobbie Graep Rettig
Dave Rockenbeck
Laurie M. Rockenbeck
Margy U. Rockenbeck

William Rockenbeck
Doris Bauer Schaible
Dick Shinstrom
Frederick Springsteel
Beryl Standley
John C. Stilin
Sherry B. Stilin
Fred Stray
Larry O. Sundholm
Subhadra Terhanian
Doris Townsend
Joe Townsend
Patricia Trepanier
Roger Trepanier
Sue-Lynn Walsh
Patti Simpson Ward
Donald Glennister Watts
Joanne Westlund
James Windle

An asterisk (*) indicates Family Lifetime members. A full listing of 
Lifetime Members, both current and in memoriam, is available at 

redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

viDeo game company SeekS  
contriButionS For Documentary

A video game merchandising com-
pany has contacted the Redmond 
Historical Society regarding research 
for its first feature-length documentary 
film. This project is about the history 
of role-playing video games and early 
internet fan culture during the years 
1990–2008.

According to the company’s request, 
“We are currently searching for pho-
tos, videos, audio recordings, and 
print materials that tell the story of 
the burgeoning video game industry 
in Redmond in this period—for pos-
sible inclusion in both the Redmond 

Historical Society’s collections and as 
supporting materials for the film.”

“We welcome and encourage submis-
sions from anyone who worked in 
interactive entertainment during this 
time, with particular interest in those 
who worked with Nintendo of America, 
Sony, SEGA, and Square Enix. We are 
excited to partner in preserving and 
sharing the story of this remarkable 
time in Redmond’s history.” 

For more information about the proj-
ect, please contact Halee Turner, 
Redmond Historical Society Manager. 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=105&Itemid=297
mailto:manager@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:manager@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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membeRShiP

 
 REDMOND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  
2021 MEMBERSHIP 

Every town has a history. Discover ours. 

 

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only) 

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5       
Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25       
Homesteader/Family  (2 members) $40    
Visionary/Business  $250    
History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000    
Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)  $2,000    
 
 I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership. 
 
Membership Name(s): 1)          2)      

Address:            Unit #:  

City:         State:       Zip    

Phone:       Email:        

Birthdate: Member 1         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

Birthdate: Member 2         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

 Address Change      New Member     Renewal  Gift membership 
 New to Redmond  I am interested in being a volunteer 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

8345 – 154th Avenue NE  •  Redmond, WA  98052 
You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org 
 
Beginning September 2020, The Redmond Recorder will be available via email and viewable on 
our website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  

16600 NE 80th Street

The Redmond Recorder is available via email and viewable on our 
website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org.
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