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Saturday Speaker SerieS:
WaShington’S undiScovered FeminiStS

Join us on November 14 as writer and activist Mayumi Tsutakawa talks 
about five Washington “women warriors” in arts and journalism who 
were trailblazers of their time—from jazz musician Ruby Bishop to leftist 
journalist Anna Louise Strong. Ms. Tsutakawa is speaking courtesy of 
Humanities Washington. For details and how to register, see p. 4.

•  Election time! President John Oftebro reviews Executive Board   
 candidates, p. 3.
• Submit your votes for Executive Board by November 9th, p. 5. 
•	 Tom	Hitzroth	looks	at	women	land	owners	in	early	Redmond,	p.	6.

•	 Local	author	publishes	book	on	Dudley	Carter,	p.	10.

Anna Louise Strong
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OFFICERS
John Oftebro • President
Margy Rockenbeck • Senior Vice President
Indira Krishnaswami • Vice President Finance
Rachel Davis • Vice President Collections
Deborah Oftebro • Secretary

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Ed “Dint” O’Brien
ChuNi Kao
Judith Simpson
Paige Norman
Jo Ann Potter
Sue-Lynn Walsh
John Watson

ADMINISTRATIVE & 
COLLECTIONS MANAGER
Halee P. Turner

ATTORNEY • Charles Diesen
Our finances are public record and may 
be viewed at the office.

FREE NEWSLETTER
If you don’t subscribe, please sign up.
Call the office at 425.885.2919 or email 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org. 
State your preference of email or U.S. Mail.
The Historical Society prefers email as it’s 
inexpensive and photos are enhanced online.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK:
facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society

THE REDMOND RECORDER
is published nine times annually.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Laura Lee Bennett 

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Teresa Potter • Urban Dakota Creative
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PHONE 425.885.2919
ADDRESS 8345 - 154th Ave NE 
 Redmond, WA 98052
WEBSITE redmondhistoricalsociety.org
EMAIL info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
HOURS Please contact the office to 
 schedule an appointment

2020

Society Partners with Sotheby’s 
International Realty

Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty brokers Cynthia Olsen and 
Mary Sullivan have formed a unique 
partnership with the Redmond 
Historical Society in an effort to 
help raise money for the Society. 
Sotheby’s International Realty will 
give 10% of commissions to support 
the Redmond Historical Society when 
you or someone you refer is looking 
to buy or sell property. Ask Cynthia 
Olsen, Mary Sullivan, or the Society 
for details. Marketplace Sotheby’s 
International Realty established this 
program as a way to give back to 
organizations that are committed to the 
welfare of our communities. For more 
information, contact Cynthia Olsen 
at cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.
com, 425.877.9904, Mary Sullivan at 
mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com, 
425.449.2841, or call the Society Office 
at 425.885.2919.

no decembeR newSleTTeR
There	will	be	no	December	
newsletter. We resume publication 
in	January	2021.	Safe	and	
Happy Holidays to all!

eRRaTum
In the October 2020 issue, in a 
tribute to Aryln (Bjerke) Vallene, 
there was an incorrect date given. 
Aryln married Leonard Vallene in 
1963, not 1939. We regret this error.

mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society
redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
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PReSidenT’S noTebook

you can vote tWice 
in 2020!
By John Oftebro

It’s Election Time, not just for 
the very important leadership for 
our country, but also here at the 
Society.

This time around, you get another 
chance to vote for me, and I’m 
happy to serve as we transition, 
finally, back to our home in the 
Old Redmond Schoolhouse. Also 
on the ballot are Rachel Davis as 
VP	of	Collections	and	Deborah 
Oftebro as Secretary, both having 
been appointed over the past 18 
months. New to the ballot are our 
longstanding newsletter editor, 
Laura Lee Bennett for Executive 
VP, and John Watson for VP of 
Finance.

Laura Lee has been crafting 
The Redmond Recorder for 
several years, having previously 
been part of our office staff. Her 
incredible talents as encourager to 
contributors and editor has helped 
make our newsletter a consistently 
high-quality publication, sent to 
over	1,100	people	10	times	a	year,	
and provided its own chronology 
of Redmond history. Meanwhile, 
she has been an active member 
of the Saturday Speakers Series 

committee, finding excellent 
presenters for this important 
community outreach program.  

John Watson has lived in 
Redmond for 24 years. An 
enthusiastic history buff and 
practicing	CPA,	John	was	recently	
appointed as Assistant Treasurer. 
He will be taking over as VP of 
Finance.  

Retiring from our Board are 
two dynamic leaders. Indira 
Krishnaswami has been VP 
of	Finance	since	2019,	having	
served as Assistant Treasurer 
since	2016.	Indira	has	collected	
income from dues, donations, 
sponsorships, sales, grants, 
and fundraisers, and paid all the 
bills while maintaining monthly 
finance reports and balancing 
the budget. Margy Rockenbeck, 
having been an early and active 
Board member twice, returned to 
take the Executive VP position 
and guide our last two years of 
incredible speaker programs, as 
well as organize other community 
outreach. Thank you, Indira and 
Margy, for your dedicated service 
to the Society.
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SaTuRday SPeakeR SeRieS

In commemoration of the 
100th	anniversary	of	women’s	
suffrage, remember some of the 
remarkable, but often unsung, 
women of the Pacific Northwest.

Writer Mayumi Tsutakawa 
presents	five	“woman	warriors”	in	
the arts and journalism from the 
past century whose stories inspire. 
Meet the pioneering photographer 
Imogen Cunningham, Black 
American jazz musician Ruby 
Bishop,	Chinese	American	
artist Priscilla Chong Jue, 
leftist journalist Anna Louise 
Strong, and Native American 
linguist Vi Hilbert.	Drawing	on	
her own experience as an activist 
and writer, she explores how 
these women inspired others 
and changed our state and 
our society. Ms. Tsutakawa is 
speaking courtesy of Humanities 
Washington.
 
Mayumi Tsutakawa is an 
independent writer and curator 
who has focused on Asian/
Pacific American history and 
arts. Tsutakawa received her 
MA	in	Communications	and	her	
BA in East Asian Studies at the 
University of Washington. She 
co-edited The Forbidden Stitch: 

WaShington’S undiScovered 
FeminiStS

Asian American Women’s Literary 
Anthology, which received the 
Before	Columbus	Foundation’s	
American Book Award.

Time and date:	Nov	14,	2020	
10:30	AM	in	Pacific Time (US and 
Canada)

Registration is required. 
To sign up for this free online 
presentation, please register 
at https://tinyurl.com/y48oc2xu. 
For more information, visit www.
redmondhistoricalsociety.org. 

Mayumi Tsutakawa

https://tinyurl.com/y48oc2xu
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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evening SPeakeR SeRieS

Board candidateS For 2021–2022 
The election of Executive Board positions will take place electronically 
this year. 

Society members will be sent a ballot via email. 
Please	submit	your	vote	by	November	9th. 
The	slate	of	officers	is	as	follows:	

•	 President – John Oftebro 
•	 Executive Vice President – Laura Lee Bennett
•	 Vice President of Finance – John Watson
•	 Vice	President	of	Collections	–	Rachel	Davis
•	 Secretary	–	Deborah	Oftebro

Please review the officer biographies online at tinyurl.com/yxf5kpmh

Please	note:	You	must	be	a	current	member	to	vote	in	the	election.	
Additionally,	in	this	unusual	year	of	pandemic,	the	Tellers	Committee	for	
our annual election of officers has considered a variety of options for 
conducting	this	election.Doing	a	physical	mail-in	ballot	would	be	costly,	
and the slate of officers is non-controversial, with only one candidate 
for each office. Thus, we decided to set aside the directives in our 
by-laws, which we otherwise would faithfully follow, and do our voting 
via computer. 

Those members who do not have computer access may call in to the 
office	phone	at	425-885-2919	(or	we	may	be	calling	you)	and	leave	their	
name and a message to record their votes. We understand that this 
method means we do not have anonymity—it’s the modern equivalent of 
the old-fashioned method of raising our hands to approve, and we hope 
you understand. We do need a quorum, though, so please vote!

https://tinyurl.com/yxf5kpmh
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local hiSToRy

Women’S Land oWnerShip in earLy 
redmond – part ii By Tom Hitzroth

As	the	first	years	of	the	20th	century	
dawned, so did the number of 
women who owned land, particularly 
in	Redmond.	Deeds	for	land	being	
recorded at the time typically showed 
both the man’s name and his wife’s, 
or the man’s name followed by the 
phrase et ux.	(Latin	for	“and	wife”).	
Now women’s names were appearing 
on deed records and on the property 
tax rolls by themselves.

On	May	12,	1908,	Herman S. Reed 
sold two lots in the Redmond Plat 
to Mary Walther	for	$3,000	or	
$81,081.08	today	(see	below).	On	
one lot was the Valley Hotel, which 
she remodeled into the Hotel Walther. 
Her name appeared on the tax rolls 
of	1910	as	paying	taxes	on	three	lots	
in Block 5. After the Hotel Walther fire 
in	1910,	Mary	rebuilt	the	hotel	where	
Third Place Korean restaurant is today. 
On	October	5,	1912,	Mary	sold	the	
property to Annie Evers. Annie and 
her husband Harry renamed the hotel 
the	Grand	Central.

Other women who appeared on the 
tax rolls include Clara Wright (Bill 
Brown’s	sister);	Anna Smith (Luke 
McRedmond’s	daughter),	Henrietta 
Pence (red	arrow	below)	who	owned	
a	lot	and	boarding	house	on	Cleveland	
Street, Mary Storey (blue arrow 
below)	who	owned	a	lot	and	boarding	
house next to Henrietta Pence, as well 
as several other lots in town. The tax 
rolls also included Wilhelmina Brown 
(Bill	Brown’s	mother),	Ella Leeum 
(wife	of	Edward	the	blacksmith),	
Miranda Stitham, Dora Vincent, 
Matilda Perrigo, and several others.   

After World War I, the number of 
women appearing in the records 
declined for reasons I will continue to 
explore. It is significant that women 
as well as men owned portions of 
Redmond’s downtown. We know the 
names of the prominent women, but 
we also need to remember the women 
less well known to us who equally 
contributed to the growth of early 
Redmond.

Deed: Herman S. Reed to Mary Walther, May 12, 1908. King County Archives.
Image: Extract from 1950 aerial, author’s collection.
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voLunteer corner
By Jo Ann Potter

We are so thankful for the 
volunteers who keep the Redmond 
Historical Society viable. There are 
innumerable tasks that need to be 
done. Here are just a few.

Laura Lee Bennett is a 
Volunteer Extraordinaire 
with 70 hours in September! 
She is member of the Program 
Committee,	Membership	
Committee,	and	editor	of	our	
monthly Newsletter, The Redmond 
Recorder. She was a wonderful 
host of the October Zoom 
presentation with Feliks Banel on 
the history of stormy weather in 
Washington State.

Rachel Davis is VP of the 
Collections	Committee	and	
currently planning the exhibits for 
the museum in our new space at 
ORSH.

Paige Norman,	a	Director	at	
Large in charge of Membership, 
is revising documents for 
membership renewals, which 
will take place in January, as 
well as tracking all categories of 
membership.

Indira Krishnaswami, our VP 
of Finance, keeps us fiscally 
responsible as a non-profit 
organization.  

September – 170 hours volunteered
October – 165 hours volunteered

Margy Rockenbeck, Executive 
VP, is in charge of planning 
programs, contacting speakers, 
and making the myriad of 
arrangements necessary.

Joe Townsend serves as the 
Chairman	of	the	Nominating	
Committee	along	with	Mary 
Hanson, Chris Himes, and John 
Oftebro.

Deborah Oftebro, Secretary, 
takes notes and records our 
monthly Zoom Board meetings.

Halee Turner, RHS Office 
Manager, is very busy answering 
requests, printing communications, 
updating mailing lists, extending 
the grant for the Sammamish 
Valley News digitalization project—
just to mention a few of her tasks. 
She	also	serves	on	the	Collections	
Committee	and	is	working	on	
allocations of space in the Old 
Redmond Schoolhouse.

These are but a few of the many 
volunteers who work behind the 
scenes. THANKS to ALL Our 
Volunteers!



November 2020 • Every town has a history. Discover ours.

membeRShiP

don’t drop your memBerShip!
Leaves are falling, the temperature is dropping, and we’re headed 
towards the holiday season!  While you’re making lists of things to do 
as the year closes out, don’t forget to renew your membership to the 
Redmond Historical Society! 

If you’re not already a member, this is the year to JOIN!  New members 
joining in November receive 2 FREE MONTHS of membership 
(through December 2021)!  

Memberships	are	tax-deductible	(*)	and	make	great	gifts!		Share	your	
passion for history and Redmond by purchasing or gifting a membership 
to the Redmond Historical Society!

We	have	a	level	for	everyone,	from	Student	to	Family	Lifetime:

Trailblazer/Student - $5 
Pioneer/Individual - $25 
Homesteader/Family	-	$40 

You	can	join	by	visiting	our	website, by completing the form in this 
newsletter, or by contacting staff during regular office hours at 
425.885.2919

(*)	Contributions	are	tax	deductible.	Consult	your	tax	advisor.
 
Paige Norman
Membership	Committee

Current memberships expire December 31, 2020.

Business	-	$250 
History	Maker/Lifetime	-	$1,000 
Family	Lifetime	-	$2,000

If you’d like us to recognize your birthday in upcoming newsletters, 
don’t forget to complete the information on your renewal form or email 
membership@redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

Happy Birthday!
Laura Lee Bennett November 11
John	Gustaveson	 November	16
Russ	Norman	 November	19

http://bit.ly/2FTXauT
mailto:membership@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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Society hoStS FundraiSer on 
novemBer 19th

Support the Redmond Historical 
Society when you order delicious 
Artisan-style pizzas, salads, and 
more	at	MOD	Pizza!  

When:	Thursday,	November	19th	
from	10:30am	-10:00pm
Where:	8900	161st	Ave	NE,	Suite	
165,	Redmond,	WA	98052

Currently	offering	takeout,	pickup,	
and delivery!

Place	an	order	on	November	19th,	
and 20% of your meal price will be 
donated to the Redmond Historical 
Society. 

RSVP online at tinyurl.com/
y6764h3t or make sure to 
or mention this fundraiser at 
checkout. If you prefer to order 
online, visit orders.modpizza.com 
and use the code GR163849R 
to let them know you’d like your 
purchase to support the Redmond 
Historical Society.

Please be mindful of social 
distancing requirements 
when picking up your pizza or 
receiving your delivery, and be 
advised	that	MOD	Pizza	is	not	
currently offering dine-in services. 

For more information on their 
response	to	COVID-19	and	
enhanced safety measures, visit 
modpizza.com/covid-19-response/.

http://tinyurl.com/y6764h3t
http://tinyurl.com/y6764h3t
http://orders.modpizza.com
http://modpizza.com/covid-19-response/
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Sharon Freeman, Ballisty
Louise Graep Barnes
David Best
John and Jay Cogan
Marjorie Costello
John Couch
Cory de Jong
Sally Jo Eberhardt
Betty L. Emmanuel
Tony Emmanuel
Don and Mary Fowler
Frank Garbarino
Peggy Garbarino
Madeleine Roberts Hagen
Suzanne Hall
Wayne Hansen
Mary Hanson
Jerry Hardy
Chris Himes
Rosemarie Ives
Patricia Weiss Jovag

Barbara Weiss Joyce
Allen Lang
Judy Aries Lang
Judith M. Lankford
Miguel Angel Llanos
*Cheryl Strong Magnuson
*Gene Magnuson
Jon M. Magnussen
Dorothy Matsui
Diana Morelli
Panfilo Morelli
Allison Reed Morris
Edward O’Brien
Deborah Oftebro
John Oftebro
LeRoy Olson
Dale Potter
Jo Ann Potter
Bobbie Graep Rettig
Dave Rockenbeck
Laurie M. Rockenbeck

Margy U. Rockenbeck
William Rockenbeck
Doris Bauer Schaible
Dick Shinstrom
Frederick Springsteel
Beryl Standley
John C. Stilin
Sherry B. Stilin
Fred Stray
Larry O. Sundholm
Subhadra Terhanian
Doris Townsend
Joe Townsend
Roger Trepanier
Sue-Lynn Walsh
Patti Simpson Ward
Donald Glennister Watts
Joanne Westlund
James Windle

An asterisk (*) indicates Family Lifetime members. A full listing of 
Lifetime Members, both current and in memoriam, is available at 

redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

LocaL author puBLiSheS Book on 
dudLey carter
Just in time for holiday shopping! The long-awaited 
book, Dudley Carter: Tales of the Legendary Wood 
Sculptor, by Lyn Fleury Lambert and H. Mary 
Sikkema, is now available through Amazon and 
your friendly neighborhood bookseller. 

“With this deep and broad depiction of the life, 
works,	and	working	milieu	of	sculptor	Dudley	
Carter,	the	authors	open	up	that	world	to	a	new	
generation of readers of art history and Pacific Northwest history.” 
 
– Margaret	Rockenbeck,	Redmond	Historical	Society	Programs	Chair

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=105&Itemid=297
https://www.amazon.com/Dudley-Carter-Tales-Legendary-Sculptor/dp/1734500603/?fbclid=IwAR0uSUQmrOmrjHbxvgVdBk_2b34lJjeOi3k7-v4_cYl2BMcqdMBQo9Kxicc
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membeRShiP

 
 REDMOND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  
2021 MEMBERSHIP 

Every town has a history. Discover ours. 

 

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only) 

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5       
Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25       
Homesteader/Family  (2 members) $40    
Visionary/Business  $250    
History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000    
Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)  $2,000    
 
 I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership. 
 
Membership Name(s): 1)          2)      

Address:            Unit #:  

City:         State:       Zip    

Phone:       Email:        

Birthdate: Member 1         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

Birthdate: Member 2         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

 Address Change      New Member     Renewal  Gift membership 
 New to Redmond  I am interested in being a volunteer 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

8345 – 154th Avenue NE  •  Redmond, WA  98052 
You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org 
 
Beginning September 2020, The Redmond Recorder will be available via email and viewable on 
our website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  
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