
Every town has a history. Discover ours. • September 2021

The Redmond RecoRdeR

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER 2021 • VOL. 23 • NO. 8

Every town has a history. Discover ours.

Virtual Saturday Speaker SerieS:
‘the riVer that Made Seattle’

The city of Seattle was 
born from the banks of the 
Duwamish River, writes BJ 
Cummings in a new book, 
The River That Made Seattle: 
A Natural and Human History 
of the Duwamish. But the 
river’s story, and that of its 
people, has not fully been 
told. Join us on September 
11 as the author explores 
previously unrecorded Native 
and immigrant histories, and 
exposes settler falsehoods 
about the river and its people. 
Ms. Cummings is speaking 
courtesy of Humanities 
Washington. For details and 
to register, see p. 4.

•	 President John Oftebro solves his “writer’s block” with RHS 
history, p. 3.

•	 Tom Hitzroth considers “the ladies” of early Redmond, p. 6.
•	 Society returns to Redmond Saturday Market in October, p. 8.
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PHONE 425.885.2919
ADDRESS 16600 NE 80th Street 
 Redmond, WA 98052
WEBSITE redmondhistoricalsociety.org
EMAIL info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
HOURS Please contact the office to 
 schedule an appointment

2021

Society Partners with Sotheby’s 
International Realty
Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty brokers Cynthia Olsen and 
Mary Sullivan have formed a unique 
partnership with the Redmond Historical 
Society in an effort to help raise money 
for the Society. Sotheby’s International 
Realty will give 10% of commissions 
to support the Redmond Historical 
Society when you or someone you 
refer is looking to buy or sell property. 
Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty established this program as a 
way to give back to organizations that 
are committed to the welfare of our 
communities. For more information, 
contact Cynthia Olsen at cynthia.olsen@
sothebysrealty.com, 425.877.9904, 
Mary Sullivan at mary.sullivan@
sothebysrealty.com, 425.449.2841, or 
call the Society Office at 425.885.2919.

Interested in learning more about 
local history? Currently there are two 
volunteer Redmond Historical Society 
Board Member opportunities: 
•	 Vice President, Collections 
•	 Marketing and Branding Chair

These opportunities do not open up 
often and fill quickly. See page 5 for 
details and contact us today! We 
would love to hear from you. 

Collections Committee ca. January 2020: 
VP Rachel Davis and Dean Jowers chat with 
Tom Hansen at Ice Cream Social, Happy 
Valley Grange. Photo: Patsy Rosenbach

mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society/
https://www.facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society/
redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
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PReSidenT’S noTebook

As usual, I had another case of 
Writer’s Block, that is until I decided 
to look more closely at the history 
of our Society. While we have been 
focusing since 1999 on Redmond’s 
History, the Redmond Recorder 
has been dutifully chronicling 
our Society’s steps through time.  
Here’s a part of our founder, Naomi 
Hardy’s first edition: 
Our first meeting was w-o-n-d-e-r-
f-u-l, and we continue to hear from 
folks interested in our group, some 
who cannot attend meetings but are 
very supportive. Just today we heard 
from Margy Rockenbeck who’s 
moving here from out-of-state next 
month with husband Dave to open 
up a historically accurate papermak-
ing studio. Margy says she tried 
for months to locate the Redmond 
Historical Society and emailed us as 
soon as her son Bill learned about it 
on Microsoft’s electronic newsletter.  
They’re moving into a property with 
some “interesting history” that she’d 
like to research, and she’s interested 
in everything from oral history to 
industrial archeology (she’ll have to 
tell us what that is). 
The second meeting in August 
reported that Chris Himes and 
Richard Grubb were collecting 
names for oral histories. Doris 
Schaible, having just retired as 
Redmond’s City Clerk for 25 years, 
was busy creating community 

rhS hiStory SolVeS 
My ‘Writer’S Block’! 
By John Oftebro

relations and enthusiasm for the 
Society, that incidentally was first 
called the Redmond Community 
Historical Society. By September, 
Don Watts, a Perrigo descendent, 
had been elected Vice-president and 
John Couch arranged for meetings 
at Adair House. Artist Pat Dugan 
began painting Redmond’s first 
library on Leary Way. 
All this and more is available on 
our website*, in the Newsletter 
Archive (tinyurl.com/3efrzupk), and 
I recommend starting in 1999 and 
working toward the present. I guar-
antee you’ll enjoy these glimpses of 
our history by Naomi and her side 
kick/treasurer Miguel Llanos. Luke 
McRedmond and Warren Perrigo 
would be very proud. 
*Click on About Us, then RHS
History to read about our beginnings,
then click on Newsletter Archives.

Adair House, ca 1949.
Photo: RHS Archives

https://www.redmond.gov/972/Redmond-City-Park
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/about-us
http://tinyurl.com/3efrzupk
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SaTuRday SPeakeR SeRieS

‘the riVer that Made Seattle:  
a Natural aNd huMaN hiStory  
of the duWaMiSh riVer’
Much of Washington’s history has 
been told through the perspective 
of its colonizers, obscuring and 
mythologizing the changes to 
these lands that have long been 
occupied by Native peoples. 
Through the story of the river, author 
BJ Cummings explores previously 
unrecorded Native and immigrant 
histories, and exposes settler 
falsehoods about the founding of 
the state. The river’s story is a call 
to action to align future decisions 
with values of collaboration, respect, 
and justice. Join us on Saturday, 
September 11, to learn more 
about how we as a community can 
engage in this story.

BJ Cummings founded the 
Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition 
and manages community 
engagement for the University of 
Washington’s Superfund Research 
Program. She is the author 
of The River That Made Seattle: A 
Natural and Human History of the 
Duwamish, and she was awarded 
the River Network’s national River 
Hero award for her work leading 
community-based clean up and 
restoration of the Duwamish River. 
Ms. Cummings is speaking courtesy 
of Humanities Washington.

Time and date: Sept. 11, 2021
10:30 AM Pacific Time (US and 
Canada)

Registration is required. To sign 
up for this free online presentation, 
please register at tinyurl.com/
RHSRiverSeattle.

For more information, visit www.
redmondhistoricalsociety.org. 

BJ Cummings, Author 
Founder, Duwamish River 

Cleanup Coalition
 

https://tinyurl.com/RHSRiverSeattle
https://tinyurl.com/RHSRiverSeattle
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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Society SeekS VoluNteerS: 
Vice preSideNt, collectioNS aNd 
MarketiNg & BraNdiNg chair 
Are you passionate about history? The Society has two volunteer Board Member 
openings! Interested? See details below and visit our Volunteer Page today!

VICE PRESIDENT, COLLECTIONS 
This volunteer role requires participation in the Executive Committee and Board 
of Directors, and acts as chair of the Collections Committee with staff support.

Qualifications preferred:
•	 Grant writing and project management experience a plus.
•	 Leadership and non-profit board experience beneficial.
•	 Experience with museums or historical organizations beneficial.
•	 Interest or experience in Oral History or other active preservation projects 

helpful.
•	 Skills with PastPerfect museum software preferred, but limited training can 

be provided.
•	 Some of this work can be done away from our office, though participation in 

in-office projects is encouraged!

Time commitment ~30 hours per month (varies on level of involvement).

MARKETING AND BRANDING CHAIR
We’re looking for a volunteer PR maven to help us promote RHS events. Our 
objective is to raise awareness of the Society in the community about the 
benefits of participating in Society events, and supporting the Society through 
membership, volunteering and donations. This is a Board of Directors position.

Responsibilities
•	 Build and protect the Society brand, logo, graphics standards, and image in 

the community.
•	 Oversee promotion of the Saturday Speaker Series, Walking Tours, and 

other Society events via digital marketing and press releases.
•	 Support membership drives, membership meetings, and fundraising events 

via digital marketing and press releases.
•	 Seek collaboration and cross-promotion opportunities with local groups, 

organizations, and communities.
•	 Revitalize partnerships with the City of Redmond (Derby Days, So Bazaar, 

Redmond Lights), OneRedmond, and Redmond Saturday Market.

Qualifications preferred:
•	 Marketing, journalism, or writing/editing background.
•	 Knowledge of print media, graphics standards, and social media marketing 

tools (including SEO and metrics).

Time commitment 10-12 hours per month.

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/volunteer
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LocaL hiSToRy

doN’t forget the ladieS
By Tom Hitzroth

As a rule, I don’t repeat previous 
newsletter articles. However, 
I am repeating this one from 
November 2014 and November 
2017 to emphasize the important 
contribution of women in building 
Redmond.

We may remember one or 
two other women who are 
memorialized for their own works, 
but how many know of Elizabeth 
Tosh, wife of John Tosh, Elizabeth 
Tosh, wife of Adam Tosh, Laura 
Brown, Addie Reed, Jennie 
Sikes, and Rhoda Faulds? The 
list goes on. All these women 
typify the adage, “Behind every 
man is a good woman.” Sadly, this 
phrase has become more a cliché 
today than a reality.

We tend to focus on the 
accomplishments of the men 
who made Redmond and 
often overlook, undervalue, or 
underappreciated the contributions 

the women made to their 
success. Could Bill Brown have 
accomplished all he did without 
Laura? Who managed the land 
when John and Adam Tosh were 
away working at the Newcastle 
mines? Who worked behind 
the scenes that made progress 
in the early days of Redmond 
successful? Who built the first 
library, organized and oversaw 
community gatherings, and made 
sacrifices without complaining? 
The women.

While we shouldn’t minimize the 
role the men played in building 
Redmond, we need to remember 
they didn’t do it alone. The women 
did as much to build Redmond 
as the men in providing the vital 
support needed for the community 
to become successful. Let us 
recognize them for the crucial role 
they played then and are still doing 
today in spirit.  

Elizabeth Tosh, wife of Adam Tosh, at their milk house, ca. 1900.  
Photo: Eastside Heritage Center
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Society’S laSt WalkiNg tour
for 2021
Since 2003, Tom Hitzroth has led 
walking tours of Redmond’s historic 
district. Over the years, the tour has 
evolved from one hour to two, with the 
script changing as new information 
is discovered. “I’m looking for the 
question I can’t answer, which means 
I need to look further into a particular 
area.” 

A lifelong Eastside resident, Hitzroth 
continues to work at identifying details 
of Redmond development from its 
earliest times into the 1930s. He is 
currently investigating the historic site 
of the earlier settlement of Melrose 
that preceded Redmond as well as the 
historic development of Redmond’s 
downtown. 

Tom Hitzroth in front of the

Justice White House/Hotel Redmond. 

Photo: John Oftebro

2021 Walking Tour Schedule 

Sunday September 5, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Tours meet as scheduled “rain or shine” and begin across the street from the 
Justice White House/Hotel Redmond (Jensen/Fey Architects) at 7730 NE Leary 
Way, Redmond, WA 98052.

Please be advised that fully vaccinated individuals may opt to not wear a mask 
during this event. These events also include a significant amount of walking or 
standing, with limited opportunities for resting. We recommend wearing comfort-
able shoes, weather-appropriate clothing, and bringing a water bottle.

Tickets are available for $10 per person at Redmond Historical Society Events. 
Registration is required by the Wednesday prior to the tour, and tours are 
limited to 10 participants. To ensure the group maximum is not exceeded, 
please make sure your registration includes every member of your party. For 
further questions, please call our office at 425-885-2919.

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/events
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ViSit uS at the redMoNd 
Saturday Market

Interested in local history? Enjoy going to the Redmond Saturday 
Market at their new location on Willows Road? Well, you’re in for a treat! 

The Redmond Historical Society will be at the Redmond Saturday 
Market on Saturday, October 23, 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM, and we would 
like to visit with you. We are dedicated to discovering collecting, 
preserving, and displaying artifacts from the history of Redmond, 
Washington.

Mark your calendars and bring the kids, we will see you there! 
In the meantime, you can visit us online where you will find a treasure 
trove of information! 

Some Redmond Historical Society 
volunteers are pictured above at 
the Redmond Saturday Market 
in previous years. The Market 
is now located at 9900 Willows 
Road, Parking Lot D, Overlake 
Christian Church. More info: 
redmondsaturdaymarket.org. 

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/about-us
http://redmondsaturdaymarket.org
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VoLunTeeR coRneR

While many of us were enjoying the sunny (HOT!) weather, traveling, puttering 
in the garden or just relaxing, our dedicated volunteers were busy. Brochures 
finalized, programs planned, financials updated, memberships recorded, 
community meetings attended - just a few of the activities our volunteers engaged 
in during July. A loud shout out to all of our volunteers, Thank you!

A Volunteer Voice...
In summer 2016 I was strolling along at the Redmond Saturday Market, when I 

paused at the Redmond Historical Society booth. Joe Townsend engaged me in 
conversation. He was a photo restorer, and very knowledgeable about Redmond’s 

history. Then I met Miguel Llanos. He suggested that my background in writing 
and community outreach could benefit the Society. Plus, he assured me, it would 

be fun to volunteer. 

I’ve had several mentors through the Society. I’ve written press releases for Sherry 
Stilin about the Saturday Speaker Series, scanned yearbooks for Monica Park in 
the office, and sat with Judith Simpson and Judy Lang at the Saturday Market. 

Jeanne Gustafson trained me on editing the newsletter. Tom Hitzroth has been 
a vital resource for the Local History column and walking tours, fact-checking and 
proofreading. In turn, I’m pleased and grateful to have engaged new volunteers 
on projects like researching and writing local business profiles (Deb Kyle), and 

adding a second proofreader, Taylor Fievez. 

To bring knowledgeable, dedicated speakers and authors to speak to the 
membership requires knowledgeable, dedicated volunteers like Patsy 

Rosenbach, Mary Hanson, Margy Rockenbeck, Chris Himes, Linda McCrystal, 
and Tom Hansen, to name a few—and of course the RHS Board and staff.

Today, I marvel at the amazing work that the Society has done—and is still doing—
to preserve Redmond’s history and connect with the community. We are all 

stewards of Redmond’s history.

-Laura Lee Bennett

328 hourS iN July! By Jo Ann Potter

Bill McKenzie and Laura Lee at Redmond Derby Days, 2017
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Sharon Freeman, Ballisty
Louise Graep Barnes
David Best
John and Jay Cogan
Marjorie Costello
John Couch
Cory de Jong
Sally Jo Eberhardt
Betty L. Emmanuel
Tony Emmanuel
Don and Mary Fowler
Frank Garbarino
Peggy Garbarino
Madeleine Roberts Hagen
Suzanne Hall
Mary Hanson
Jerry Hardy
Chris Himes
Rosemarie Ives
Patricia Weiss Jovag
Barbara Weiss Joyce

Allen Lang
Judy Aries Lang
Judith M. Lankford
Miguel Angel Llanos
*Cheryl Strong Magnuson
*Gene Magnuson
Jon M. Magnussen
Dorothy Matsui
Diana Morelli
Panfilo Morelli
Allison Reed Morris
Edward O’Brien
Deborah Oftebro
John Oftebro
LeRoy Olson
Dale Potter
Jo Ann Potter
Bobbie Graep Rettig
Dave Rockenbeck
Laurie M. Rockenbeck
Margy U. Rockenbeck

William Rockenbeck
Doris Bauer Schaible
Dick Shinstrom
Frederick Springsteel
Beryl Standley
John C. Stilin
Sherry B. Stilin
Fred Stray
Larry O. Sundholm
Subhadra Terhanian
Doris Townsend
Joe Townsend
Patricia Trepanier
Roger Trepanier
Sue-Lynn Walsh
Patti Simpson Ward
Donald Glennister Watts
Joanne Westlund
James Windle

An asterisk (*) indicates Family Lifetime members. A full listing of 
Lifetime Members, both current and in memoriam, is available at 

redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

Society lauNcheS redMoNd 
VeteraNS proJect, part 2
Volunteer Sue Stewart hopes to expand our knowledge of Redmond 
Veterans beyond their name, rank, and serial number. She would like to 
speak with family or friends of the Veterans listed below, to help build 
short synopses of their lives and achievements—before, during, and 
after they served.

Any information that helps us honor and remember these service 
members would be much appreciated, please contact our office. 

You can see Part 1 of the Veterans List on page 10 of the June issue. 

Pettet, Schuyler E 
Price, James Marion 
Robstad, Hjalmar 
Robstad, Albert 
Russell, Howard 
Schultz, Adoph Carl 

Scott, Lawrence Nels 
Sikes, Lionel Ezra 
Spaulding, Galen 
Stensland, Ben 
Stensland, Tarold 
Stensland, Halvor 

Thomas, Frank 
Wallace, Haggie 
Wallace, Burley 
Weiss, Beno

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=105&Itemid=297
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
https://379e4f6f-0bcf-4169-a255-324715501571.filesusr.com/ugd/916cd9_22c7153349c943c180bc5e83884fa594.pdf
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 REDMOND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  
2021 MEMBERSHIP 

Every town has a history. Discover ours. 

 

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only) 

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5       
Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25       
Homesteader/Family  (2 members) $40    
Visionary/Business  $250    
History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000    
Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)  $2,000    
 
 I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership. 
 
Membership Name(s): 1)          2)      

Address:            Unit #:  

City:         State:       Zip    

Phone:       Email:        

Birthdate: Member 1         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

Birthdate: Member 2         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

 Address Change      New Member     Renewal  Gift membership 
 New to Redmond  I am interested in being a volunteer 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

8345 – 154th Avenue NE  •  Redmond, WA  98052 
You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org 
 
Beginning September 2020, The Redmond Recorder will be available via email and viewable on 
our website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2021 MEMBERSHIP

Every town has a history. Discover ours.

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only)

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5 __________

Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25 __________

Homesteader/Family (2 members) $40 __________

Visionary/Business $250 __________

History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000 __________

Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members) $2,000 __________

  I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my 

membership.

Membership Names: 1)___________________________2)___________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________Unit#____________

City: ___________________________________State: ____________Zip:________________

Phone: _________________________Email: _______________________________________

Birthdate Member 1 __________________________ mm/dd/yy                (optional)

Birthdate Member 1 __________________________ mm/dd/yy                (optional)

r  Address Change r  New Member r  Renewal r  Gift membership

r  New to Redmond r  I am interested in being a volunteer

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
16600 NE 80th Street  •  Redmond, WA 98052

You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org

The Redmond Recorder is available via email and viewable on our 
website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org.
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