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Saturday Speaker SerieS:
Storm Warning: HiStoric WeatHer 

in tHe evergreen State

Join us on October 10 as local broadcaster and historian Feliks 
Banel explores our region’s darkest weather days and most 
infamous storms. With archival photos, radio, and TV clips, Banel 
takes us back in time to hear stories of those who survived some 
of the worst Pacific Northwest weather in recorded history. Banel is 
speaking courtesy of Humanities Washington. For details and how 
to register, see p. 4.

•	 President John Oftebro offers move update and other news, p. 3.
•	 KCLS co-hosts October 14 program on Seattle theater history, p. 5.
•	 Tom Hitzroth looks at women land owners in early Redmond, p. 6.
•	 Society remembers Arlyn Bjerke Vallene, p. 7.
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HOURS Please contact the office to 
 schedule an appointment

2020

Society Partners with Sotheby’s 
International Realty

Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty brokers Cynthia Olsen and 
Mary Sullivan have formed a unique 
partnership with the Redmond 
Historical Society in an effort to 
help raise money for the Society. 
Sotheby’s International Realty will 
give 10% of commissions to support 
the Redmond Historical Society when 
you or someone you refer is looking 
to buy or sell property. Ask Cynthia 
Olsen, Mary Sullivan, or the Society 
for details. Marketplace Sotheby’s 
International Realty established this 
program as a way to give back to 
organizations that are committed to the 
welfare of our communities. For more 
information, contact Cynthia Olsen 
at cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.
com, 425.877.9904, Mary Sullivan at 
mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com, 
425.449.2841, or call the Society Office 
at 425.885.2919.

anotHer 
‘HiStory maker’
Redmond Historical Society 
member and volunteer Sally 
Jo Eberhardt has become a 
Lifetime Member. Thank you, 
Sally, for your support of the 
Society!

mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society
redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
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PReSidenT’S noTebook

Back to tHe 
ScHoolHouSe? 
not yet!
By John Oftebro

In case you missed it, our planned 
move back to the Old Redmond 
Schoolhouse in September for 
an October opening has been 
postponed until January, 2021 
due to the City closing its public 
facilities until then. Meanwhile, we 
are moving forward with planning 
our office and museum spaces.  

Our Saturday Speaker Series has 
resumed with over 40 listeners 
logged on to the Zoom meeting 
in September. If you haven’t tried 
it yet, it’s pretty easy to sign on. 
The invitation asks you to register 
first, then you will be reminded 
about the event along with simple 
instructions. If you need help, 
please let us know and someone 
will assist you. 

Just before the smoke from 
wildfires hit us last month, several 
people enjoyed two hours of 
Redmond’s history as Tom 
Hitzroth strolled and talked 
about our historic buildings, or 
where they used to be. Margy 
Rockenbeck reported her 
experience that Tom’s dialogue 

was enthusiastic with colorful 
factoids of life in early Redmond. 
Join in on Tom’s Walking Tour 
next year.  

Visit our new website and let us 
know how you like the “Then and 
Now” slides showing present and 
old views of the same buildings 
that are scrolling at the bottom of 
our Home page. Just above that 
is a link to download our “Steps 
in Time” virtual tour of historic 
Redmond onto your computer or 
smartphone, then either walk the 
self-guided tour or sit back and 
enjoy the tour from your couch.  
Then click the “Share Your Story” 
box to tell us your personal 
experience during the COVID-19 
crisis. 

When you click “Online 
Resources,” you’ll find the 
Sammamish Valley News Archive 
up through 1974 and explore 
what happened in Redmond on 
your birthdays!  Scrolling through 
Redmond History by Decade is 
my personal favorite.

www.redmondhistoricalsociety
https://www.mytoursapp.com/apps/redmond-walking-tour/
https://www.mytoursapp.com/apps/redmond-walking-tour/
http://rhs.stparchive.com/
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/redmond-history-overview
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SaTuRday SPeakeR SeRieS

Local broadcaster and historian 
Feliks Banel is an expert on the 
region’s darkest and most infamous 
storms. He’ll share archival photos, 
radio experts, and TV clips that 
show just how gloomy the Pacific 
Northwest can get, weather-wise.

On October 10, audiences will be 
invited to share personal stories 
and memories of those attending. 
Being snowed in, washed out or left 
without power create memories that 
are not soon forgotten.

Further, Banel explores how these 
storms can revive our shared 
humanity. Frightening weather 
can bind communities together to 
share resources, commiserate, and 
protect each other. Participants 
are encouraged to share their own 
memories of how they survive 
being snowed in, washed out, or 
left without power in the wake of a 
big storm—and why we remember 
those moments for the rest of our 
lives.

Feliks Banel is a writer and 
producer, and serves as editor of 
COLUMBIA, the quarterly magazine 
of the Washington State Historical 
Society. He has been a host and 
contributor for KIRO Radio on 
matters of Northwest history and 
culture for many years; he created 

Storm Warning: HiStoric WeatHer 
in tHe evergreen State 

the history series “This NOT Just 
In” for KUOW Public Radio; and he 
produces documentaries for the 
Seattle Channel.

Mr. Banel is speaking courtesy of 
Humanities Washington.

Time and date: Oct 10, 2020 
10:30 AM in Pacific Time (US and 
Canada)

Registration is required. To 
sign up for this free online 
presentation, please register at 
https://tinyurl.com/yy5bem7k. 
For more information, visit www.
redmondhistoricalsociety.org. 

Feliks Banel

https://www.washingtonhistory.org/columbia-magazine/
https://tinyurl.com/yy5bem7k
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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evening SPeakeR SeRieS

anotHer opening, anotHer SHoW: 
HiStory of Seattle tHeater

Our theaters offer a very colorful 
architectural history made even 
more interesting through the 
recollections of the people who 
worked and performed in these 
theaters and the public who 
attended shows there. Lawrence 
Kreisman, Honorary Member AIA 
Seattle, looks at the remnants 
of a theater industry that was 
remarkable, albeit short-lived. For its 
youth and size, Seattle had a broad 
ranging reputation in entertainment. 
In fact, in 1909, it was reputed to 
be second only to New York in the 
number and variety of live offerings.

Only a small number of Seattle’s 
many legitimate stage houses, 
vaudeville, and motion picture 
palaces are still intact. This makes 
those that survive all the more 
important in keeping alive the social 
importance that theater had to this 

community. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Redmond Library 
and the Redmond Historical 
Society.

Time and date: Oct 14, 2020 
7:00 PM in Pacific Time (US and 
Canada) 

Registration is required for 
this free online presentation, 
please register at 
https://1.kcls.org/2FhDhhc.

Lawrence Kreisman

Coliseum Theater

https://1.kcls.org/2FhDhhc
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LocaL hiSToRy

Women’S land oWnerSHip in early 
redmond – part i
By Tom Hitzroth

Land ownership during the late 
1800s predominantly refers to the 
men who claimed and patented 
land.  What is not often mentioned 
is the number of women who 
owned land in their own right. The 
first recorded occasion I have 
found on the Eastside was Nancy 
McGregor, who purchased 142.9 
acres in Houghton from the federal 
government on June 3, 1873. 
Elizabeth Miller purchased 10.5 
acres on the east side of Mercer 
Island on September 26, 1888.   

In the Redmond area there were 
several women who owned land 
in their own right in the 1890s. 
Luke McRedmond sold a small 
parcel from his homestead to 
Rhoda Faulds on June 3, 1891—
the present-day location of Key 
Bank. On July 20, 1891, Luke 
deeded Emma McRedmond a 
parcel of land where the Justice 
White House/Hotel Redmond 
still stands. Emma McRedmond 
then purchased 80 acres from the 
Northern Pacific Railroad on August 
25, 1891. On November 23, 1893, 

Luke deeded a parcel to Anna 
McRedmond—the present-day 
City parking lot near Half Price 
Books. 

On August 11, 1886, James 
Peterson filed a land claim on 
what today is Friendly Village. 
Peterson cancelled his claim 
December 14, 1886, and he died in 
1892. On January 6, 1894, James 
Peterson’s widow Louisa filed to 
have her homestead right restored; 
it was approved, and she received 
the patent March 8, 1895. 
 
On February 17, 1897, William 
Sikes filed his plat for Sikes 1st 
Addition to Redmond, and then 
immediately sold it to his mother-
in-law Mary Adair. Mary Adair sold 
a lot from Sikes 1st Addition to Etta 
Seager on August 14, 1897.  

As Redmond began to develop 
after 1900, more women began 
owning land in downtown 
Redmond. In Part II, I will explore 
women’s ownership in the 
downtown area.

Deed: Luke McRedmond to Emma McRedmond, July 20, 1891. 
City of Redmond Real Property Division, Public Works.
Deed: William Sikes to Mary Adair, February 17, 1897. 

King County Archives.
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in memoriam: 
arlyn (Bjerke) vallene

1931-2020
By Judy Lang

Aryln at Society picnic, 2007

We say good-bye to Arlyn Vallene,
a beautiful lady and friend of 
Redmond Historical Society.

Arlyn was a Lifetime Member of 
the Society and a regular at our 
programs. She contributed her 
time taking oral histories, spending 
hours as the office volunteer, 
greeting visitors, and working on 
many different committees.

Arlyn was born in Kirkland, 
Washington. She attended 
Redmond schools and was a 
graduate of Lake Washington 
High School. In 1939 she married 
Leonard Vallene, and they 
lived in Redmond until moving 
to Totem Lake a few years ago. 
She is survived by her son Brian 
and his wife Michelle and three 
grandchildren.  

Thank you, Arlyn, for your 
contributions to Redmond 
Historical Society.

A more detailed obituary can 
be found in The Seattle Times., 
September 6, 2020.  

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/seattletimes/obituary.aspx?n=arlyn-vallene-bjerke&pid=196753290
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membeRShiP

Society recognizeS memBer BirtHdayS

You may have noticed something different in 
our 2021 membership application from the 
September newsletter. We’re now celebrating 
member BIRTHDAYS! As we move to a paperless 
newsletter, we want to recognize our members 
in every possible way, so, as you renew your 
membership for the upcoming year, please let 
us know your birthday information. Although the 

application asks for the year of your birth, we won’t be trumpeting your 
age in the newsletter, only the month and date. Each newsletter issue will 
list the name and birthdate for our members for that month!

Members achieving their 100th birthday become 
“Honorary Members” of the Society and receive a 
special announcement in this newsletter. Also, we 
may publish an article similar to LeRoy Olson’s in 
our August 2020 issue (page 9) and posted on our 
website. 

We have levels for every budget; if you’re not a member, JOIN NOW 
and receive three additional months (October 2020 through December 
2021)! If you’re currently a member, don’t forget to RENEW and consider 
purchasing a membership as a gift for a family member or friend who 
would enjoy the Redmond Historical Society!

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5
Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25 
Homesteader/Family (2 members) $40
Visionary/Business  $250
History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000 
Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members) $2,000 

Joining or renewing is easy!  
• Complete the application online (via PayPal). 
• Print a form from the website. 
• Mail in your completed form from the newsletter to our office 
 at 8345 – 154th Avenue NE, Redmond, WA  98052. 
• Call the office at (425) 885-2919 (processed through PayPal).

https://379e4f6f-0bcf-4169-a255-324715501571.filesusr.com/ugd/916cd9_4bb34a72b0764725833853de430b31e9.pdf
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/post/leroy-olson-celebrates-100th-birthday
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/become-a-member
https://379e4f6f-0bcf-4169-a255-324715501571.filesusr.com/ugd/916cd9_b7d3b0642111484eab8ffbe91e96db35.pdf
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Support tHe Society WHile you SHop
By Halee Turner

Do you shop at Fred Meyer or on 
Amazon.com? These stores have 
programs that will donate to selected 
nonprofits―at no extra cost to you!

Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
Program

1. Visit fredmeyer.com/account/
communityrewards

2. Create or sign on to your digital 
Fred Meyer account.

3. Search for “Redmond Historical Society” or “YN090”.
4. Select the appropriate organization from the list and click Save.
5. Shop as normal! 

Any transactions using your Shopper’s Card or the number associated 
with your digital account will be applied to the program. Fred Meyer 
donates annually to participating organizations based on your 
percentage of spending as it relates to the total spending associated 
with all participating Fred Meyer Community Rewards organizations.

AmazonSmile

1. Visit smile.amazon.com or activate AmazonSmile in your Amazon 
Shopping app. 

2. To turn on AmazonSmile in the app, find “AmazonSmile” in the 
Settings menu. Follow the instructions to activate AmazonSmile on 
your device.

3. On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you will be prompted to 
select a charitable organization. Simply search for “Redmond 
Historical Society”. However, you may also choose a charity by 
selecting Change your Charity in your account settings.

4. You must be using AmazonSmile for a portion of your purchase 
price to be donated. You may want to add a bookmark for smile.
amazon.com or check for the “AmazonSmile” logo whenever you 
begin shopping.

http://www.fredmeyer.com/account/communityrewards
http://www.fredmeyer.com/account/communityrewards
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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ouR SocieTy LifeTime membeRS

SocieTy newS

Sharon Freeman, Ballisty
Louise Graep Barnes
David Best
John and Jay Cogan
Marjorie Costello
John Couch
Cory de Jong
Sally Jo Eberhardt
Betty L. Emmanuel
Tony Emmanuel
Don and Mary Fowler
Frank Garbarino
Peggy Garbarino
Madeleine Roberts Hagen
Suzanne Hall
Wayne Hansen
Mary Hanson
Jerry Hardy
Chris Himes
Rosemarie Ives
Patricia Weiss Jovag

Barbara Weiss Joyce
Allen Lang
Judy Aries Lang
Judith M. Lankford
Miguel Angel Llanos
*Cheryl Strong Magnuson
*Gene Magnuson
Jon M. Magnussen
Dorothy Matsui
Diana Morelli
Panfilo Morelli
Allison Reed Morris
Edward O’Brien
Deborah Oftebro
John Oftebro
LeRoy Olson
Dale Potter
Jo Ann Potter
Bobbie Graep Rettig
Dave Rockenbeck
Laurie M. Rockenbeck

Margy U. Rockenbeck
William Rockenbeck
Doris Bauer Schaible
Dick Shinstrom
Frederick Springsteel
Beryl Standley
John C. Stilin
Sherry B. Stilin
Fred Stray
Larry O. Sundholm
Subhadra Terhanian
Doris Townsend
Joe Townsend
Roger Trepanier
Sue-Lynn Walsh
Patti Simpson Ward
Donald Glennister Watts
Joanne Westlund
James Windle

An asterisk (*) indicates Family Lifetime members. A full listing of 
Lifetime Members, both current and in memoriam, is available at 

redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

claSS of ’71 looking for graduateS

Did you graduate from Redmond High 
School (Redmond, WA) in 1971?  

We are looking for Redmond High 
School graduates from 1971 for 
our upcoming 50th reunion! Please 
contact the Reunion Committee at 
RHSClassof1971@outlook.com, or 
visit our Facebook page or website!

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=105&Itemid=297
mailto:RHSClassof1971@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/297790883950564/?ref=bookmarks
https://rhsclassof1971.wixsite.com/website


Every town has a history. Discover ours. • OctOber 2020

membeRShiP

 
 REDMOND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY  
2021 MEMBERSHIP 

Every town has a history. Discover ours. 

 

LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP (Check one only) 

Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5       
Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25       
Homesteader/Family  (2 members) $40    
Visionary/Business  $250    
History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000    
Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members)  $2,000    
 
 I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership. 
 
Membership Name(s): 1)          2)      

Address:            Unit #:  

City:         State:       Zip    

Phone:       Email:        

Birthdate: Member 1         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

Birthdate: Member 2         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

 Address Change      New Member     Renewal  Gift membership 
 New to Redmond  I am interested in being a volunteer 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

8345 – 154th Avenue NE  •  Redmond, WA  98052 
You may also renew or purchase a membership through our website at 

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org 
 
Beginning September 2020, The Redmond Recorder will be available via email and viewable on 
our website. You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at 
info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  
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