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Due to increased production cost and postal fees:
•	 We are going to paperless this month unless you request a 

paper copy by responding that you would like it or need a 
printed version.

•	 You can opt to receive via email or find it on the website if 
you prefer.

Saturday Speaker SerieS:
WaShington on WheelS:  

odd and innovative tranSportation  
ideaS from the pacific northWeSt

From canoe journeys to flying cars (that actually worked!), explore the 
history and culture of travel in Washington State. Author and broad-
caster Harriet Baskas takes audiences on a tour of notable highlights 
of state transportation history, examining not just how we get around, 
but why we travel and where we might be going next. See p. 4.
•	 President John Oftebro reviews the Saturday Speaker Series 2020-

2021 season, p. 3.
•	 Judy Lang remembers Helen Ottini Usibelli, p. 5.
•	 Tom Hitzroth looks at Leary Way, the “Road to Redmond,” p. 6.

The Aerocar.
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PHONE 425.885.2919
ADDRESS 8345 - 154th Ave NE 
 Redmond, WA 98052
WEBSITE redmondhistoricalsociety.org
EMAIL info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
HOURS Please contact the office to 
 schedule an appointment

2020

Society Partners with Sotheby’s 
International Realty

Marketplace Sotheby’s International 
Realty brokers Cynthia Olsen and 
Mary Sullivan have formed a unique 
partnership with the Redmond 
Historical Society in an effort to 
help raise money for the Society. 
Sotheby’s International Realty will 
give 10% of commissions to support 
the Redmond Historical Society when 
you or someone you refer is looking 
to buy or sell property. Ask Cynthia 
Olsen, Mary Sullivan, or the Society 
for details. Marketplace Sotheby’s 
International Realty established this 
program as a way to give back to 
organizations that are committed to the 
welfare of our communities. For more 
information, contact Cynthia Olsen 
at cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.
com, 425.877.9904, Mary Sullivan at 
mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com, 
425.449.2841, or call the Society Office 
at 425.885.2919.

Society 
WelcomeS neW 
Board memBer
The Redmond Historical Society 
recently appointed John Watson, 
who will be a Director At Large. 
He brings to the Society years 
of experience as a C.P.A. and a 
wealth of enthusiasm. Welcome, 
John!

mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
facebook.com/Redmond.Historical.Society
redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:cynthia.olsen@sothebysrealty.com
mailto:mary.sullivan@sothebysrealty.com
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What’S up With the Saturday 
Speaker SerieS?  By John Oftebro

The Saturday Speakers Series 
has been our most popular venue 
to treat members and community 
alike to the fascinating history of 
Redmond and surrounding areas. 
Our Program Committee has done 
a marvelous job of scheduling 
accomplished speakers on a 
variety of subjects, which has 
stimulated thoughtful Q&A and 
generated positive feedback from 
attendees.

Even with the COVID-19 
challenge, they have put together 
another outstanding lineup of 
speakers, highlighted by THREE 
returning presenters. All have 
agreed to speak to us online via 
Zoom, which we have tested over 
the past two months. We hope 
you will join us on this “temporary 
technology” method and enjoy 
the experience. Here’s the lineup:

•	 October 10, Storm Warning: 
Historic Weather in the 
Evergreen State, by Felix 
Banel*

•	 October 14, 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m: 
Another Opening, 
Another Show:  Seattle 
Theater History, by 
Lawrence Kreisman

•	 November 14, Washington’s 
Undiscovered Feminists, by 
Mayumi Tsutakawa*

•	 February 13, —A Conversation 
with Knute Berger

•	 March 9, Wednesday 7:00 
p.m. Seattle’s First Railroad, 
by Newcastle Historical 
Society 

•	 March 13, Too High and Too 
Steep: Reshaping (Regrading 
Denny Hill, by David B. 
Williams 

•	 April 10, Washington’s 
Pharmacy History, by John 
Oftebro

Please note that presentations 
are at the usual Saturday morning 
10:30 time with the exception of 
two Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. We 
will send out links to invite you 
to join us via computer or mobile 
device. 

Many thanks to Margy 
Rockenbeck, Chair, and 
Committee members Laura Lee 
Bennett, Margaret Ziviski, and 
Shanthini Radhakrishnan for 
their ongoing efforts in keeping 
Redmond’s History ALIVE!

MOVE update: Our move to the 
Old Redmond Schoolhouse has 
been postponed to January 2021. 
We are currently space planning 
for our office, exhibit, and display 
areas. Details will follow.

*This speaker appears courtesy of 
Humanities Washington.
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SaTuRday SPeakeR SeRieS

“It just might work” is the credo of 
innovators and inventors. Although 
Boeing is the best-known 
innovator in travel in Washington 
State, there are many others. 
On Saturday, September 12th, 
author and broadcaster Harriet 
Baskas takes audiences on a 
tour of notable highlights of state 
transportation history, examining 
not just how we get around, but 
why we travel and where we might 
be going next.

Audiences will be invited to 
share family stories of migration, 
memories of first flights and 
unforgettable car trips, and 
consider a future of autonomous 
cars and vacations in space.

A Seattle resident, Harriet Baskas 
has an MA in communications 
from the University of Washington, 
has served as the general 
manager for three Pacific 
Northwest radio stations, and has 
created award-winning radio for 
NPR. Her books include Hidden 

WaShington on WheelS:  
odd and innovative tranSportation  
ideaS from the pacific northWeSt 

Harriet Baskas

Treasures: What Museums Can’t 
or Won’t Show You. She currently 
writes about airports, air travel, 
and museums for outlets that 
include NBC News, CNBC, and 
USA Today.

Time and date: Sep 12, 2020 
10:30 AM in Pacific Time (US and 
Canada)

Registration is required. To 
sign up for this free online 
presentation, please register at 
https://tinyurl.com/y3gh4lor. For 
more information, visit www.
redmondhistoricalsociety.org. 

https://tinyurl.com/y3gh4lor
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org
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in memoriam: helen ottini uSiBelli

SeptemBer 1915–July 2020
By Judy Lang

Ottini dairy/Melrose House. Source: RHS Archives

Redmond has lost another great 
lady with the passing of Helen 
Ottini Usibelli. Helen was born 
to Tony and Lena Ottini in a 
Redmond farmhouse which once 
was the Melrose House. Helen 
attended Redmond schools, grad-
uated from college, and became 
an educator. In 1960 she returned 
to Redmond to continue her 
teaching until retirement in 1986.

Helen lived a life of travel, arts, 
friends, and music. Helen was 
active in serving her community. 
Besides being a contributor to the 
Redmond Historical Society, she 
was a member of the Nokomis 
Club, Children’s Orthopedic 
Hospital Guild, and served on the 
library board. Helen will be missed 
by all that knew her.

A complete obituary can be found 
in the August 9, 2020 edition of 
The Seattle Times newspaper. 
The Ottini family is mentioned on 
pages 46, 50, and 56 in Redmond 
Reflections.

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/seattletimes/obituary.aspx?n=helen-lenore-usibelli&pid=196614516&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=obitshareamp&utm_content=p196614516&fbclid=IwAR1ok13rR6MMiZxwMUjuXt-wtK1yFWEUJn5EEgyfimiIUaMAQZ3zowZXhAw
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LocaL hiSToRy

leary Way: the road to redmond
By Tom Hitzroth

Every time I drive along Leary 
Way, it is hard for me to imagine 
the town without it. Leary Way 
(then called Leary Street) first 
appeared on the Redmond 
Plat of March 28, 1891. It was 
named for John Leary, a founder 
and organizer of the Seattle, 
Lake Shore & Eastern Railroad. 
However, it was 10 years before 
Leary Street would be surveyed 
and established by the county.

On April 12, 1901, Joseph 
A. Tosh, son of John Tosh, 
petitioned King County for a road. 
In his description of the route of 
the road, he referred to Redmond 
as a “village.” On April 13, 1901, 
John Tosh and John Perry were 
appointed by King County as 
“Viewers” to oversee the road 
survey conducted April 27, 1901. 
On May 16, 1901, the King County 
Board of Commissioners approved 
the road effective June 13, 1901. 
It was designated J.A. Tosh 

Road #1, County Road 574. The 
estimated cost to build the road 
was $375.00 or $11,029.41 today.

The map below shows the route 
from NE 80th Street to the Leary 
Bridge as it has been for 119 
years. Of the 106 road surveys 
in my personal archive, relating 
to the Redmond area from 1872 
to 1945, this is the only road that 
went from petition to approval 
in 61 days; approvals usually 
took considerably longer. The 
photograph shows the paving of 
Leary Way ca. 1909–1911. At that 
time, Leary Way was almost five 
feet lower in grade as it fronted 
the Hotel Redmond (center) 
compared to the present day. 

Joseph Tosh, unfortunately, would 
not live to realize the critical role 
Leary Way would play in the 
community, or see the street 
completed. He passed away 
February 27, 1903 and was laid to 
rest at the Kirkland Cemetery.

J.A. Tosh Road (Leary Way). 
Source: King County Road 

Service Division.
The paving of Leary Way, ca. 1909. 

Source: Author’s collection.
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Since 2003, Tom has led walking 
tours of Redmond’s historic 
district. Over the years, the tour 
has evolved from one hour to two, 
with the script changing as new 
information is discovered. “I’m 
looking for the question I can’t 
answer, which means I need to 
look further into a particular area.” 

A lifelong Eastside resident 
Hitzroth continues to work at 
identifying details of Redmond 
development from its earliest 
times into the 1930s. He is 

currently researching the historic site of the earlier settlement of Melrose 
that preceded Redmond as well as the historic development of the 
downtown. This the last walking tour of the season.

2020 Walking Tour Schedule

Sunday September 6, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

There is a suggested donation of $10 per person with a limit of 10 
people per group. You can pre-register for the event by calling our office 
at 425.885.2919. You can also drop by our office, or mail in a check to 
8345 – 154th Ave NE, Redmond, WA, 98052. You can also pre-register 
on our website: www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org. Registrations must 
be received by the Wednesday before the tour.

Tours include a significant amount of walking and standing, with limited 
opportunity for resting. We recommend comfortable shoes and weather-
appropriate clothing. If you have any further questions about our tours, 
please call our office. Tour begins across the street from the Justice
White House/Hotel Redmond (Jensen/Fey Architects) at 7730 NE 76th St. 

Society celeBrateS 17 yearS of 
Walking tourS

Tom Hitzroth in front of Justice White 
House/Hotel Redmond. 

Photo: John Oftebro

Note According to City and State current health regulations, masks must be 
worn outside when social distancing cannot be maintained. This is an interactive 
venue, so please wear a mask.

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/
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oBServing the hiStory of the Society

Level #/Members Cost Renews
Trailblazer/Student  (1 person/Show ID) $5    Annually
Pioneer/Individual) (1 person) $25    Annually
Homesteader/Family  (2 people) $40 Annually
Visionary/Business   $250 Annually
History Maker/Lifetime  (1 person) $1,000  
Legacy/Family Lifetime  (2 people) $2,000

The first meeting of the Redmond 
Historical Society was held in 
June 1999 with 22 attendees; 
by December 1999, we had 72 
members!  Our August 2020 
membership is 183, including 
Lifetime and Family Lifetime 
members, with a newsletter 
subscriber list of 954. 

By December 1999, 72 members 
had joined the Society, board 
members were being chosen, 
and collections archives were 
underway with personal histories 
from Dorothy White Hanscom, 
a scrapbook from Betty Buckley 
Anderson, and artifacts ranging 
from a golf ball from the Redmond 
Driving Range to a variety of history 
books from Redmond schools. You 
can find out more about the history 
of Redmond Historical Society, and, 

of course Redmond, by visiting our 
Newsletter Archive page on the 
website.

September is usually the herald 
of fall: first days of school, cooler 
temperatures, and a return to our 
Saturday Speaker Series. The year 
2020 has been full of surprises, 
and we have rolled along with 
the changes, including offering a 
Speaker Series online! We’re also 
going to a paperless newsletter 
format beginning with this issue. All 
of these features are made possible 
by you, our members.  

If you’re not a member, JOIN NOW!  
If you’ve got a current membership, 
consider purchasing one as a gift 
for a family member or friend who 
would enjoy the Redmond Historical 
Society!

In 1976, Georgia B. Erskine founded the 
Redmond Saturday Market. This photo 
shows her at the first meeting of the 
Redmond Historical Society on May 22, 
1999, holding up the newspaper article 
about her. Photo: RHS Archives

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/oral-histories
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/copy-of-yearbook-collection
https://379e4f6f-0bcf-4169-a255-324715501571.filesusr.com/ugd/57a00c_4ac647aef4c9421a9db82d675226e1f8.pdf
https://379e4f6f-0bcf-4169-a255-324715501571.filesusr.com/ugd/57a00c_4ac647aef4c9421a9db82d675226e1f8.pdf
https://379e4f6f-0bcf-4169-a255-324715501571.filesusr.com/ugd/57a00c_91ea6d1e57d34df293d481398ead2108.pdf
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/newsletter-archive
https://redmond.pastperfectonline.com/photo/0716D770-B8B0-4814-919D-117282245890
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fundraiSer neWS

The year 2020 has been a 
challenging one for us all, creating 
the need for us to think outside 
the box!  Many organizations 
and individuals donated to our 
fundraiser, originally scheduled for 
May 9th, 2020. Due to Governor 
Inslee’s “Stay Home, Stay 
Healthy” order, and with continued 
restrictions in place, the Society 
has further postponed the “Boots 
& Bow Ties” event to 2021, at a 
date to be determined.

We want to recognize the 
organizations and individuals who 
generously supported the Society 
through donations, sponsorship, 
or assistance with our fundraiser. 
Below are just a few of our 
partners whose help we couldn’t 
do without! The full list of donors 
will be published on our website.

Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
Efeste Winery
Museum of Flight
Seattle Mariners
Kringle’s Bakery
Pacific Science Center
Hands On Children’s Museum
Tacoma Art Museum
Jet City Improv
Woodland Park Zoo

If you are interested in supporting 
Redmond Historical Society 
through a sponsorship for this or 
future events, please contact our 
office at 425-885-2919, or check 
out our website at https://www.
redmondhistoricalsociety.org/.

Your support may be tax 
deductible; please check with your 
tax advisor. Redmond Historical 
Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
group (Tax ID 91-1994957).

Dessert Dash, Speakeasy 
Fundraiser, May 2019

https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/
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Sharon Freeman, Ballisty
Louise Graep Barnes
David Best
John and Jay Cogan
Marjorie Costello
John Couch
Cory de Jong
Betty L. Emmanuel
Tony Emmanuel
Don and Mary Fowler
Frank Garbarino
Peggy Garbarino
Madeleine Roberts Hagen
Suzanne Hall
Wayne Hansen
Mary Hanson
Jerry Hardy
Chris Himes
Rosemarie Ives
Patricia Weiss Jovag
Barbara Weiss Joyce

Allen Lang
Judy Aries Lang
Judith M. Lankford
Miguel Angel Llanos
*Cheryl Strong Magnuson
*Gene Magnuson
Jon M. Magnussen
Dorothy Matsui
Diana Morelli
Panfilo Morelli
Allison Reed Morris
Edward O’Brien
Deborah Oftebro
John Oftebro
LeRoy Olson
Dale Potter
Jo Ann Potter
Bobbie Graep Rettig
Dave Rockenbeck
Laurie M. Rockenbeck
Margy U. Rockenbeck

William Rockenbeck
Doris Bauer Schaible
Dick Shinstrom
Frederick Springsteel
Beryl Standley
John C. Stilin
Sherry B. Stilin
Fred Stray
Larry O. Sundholm
Subhadra Terhanian
Doris Townsend
Joe Townsend
Roger Trepanier
Arlyn Bjerke Vallene
Sue-Lynn Walsh
Patti Simpson Ward
Donald Glennister Watts
Joanne Westlund
James Windle

An asterisk (*) indicates Family Lifetime members. A full listing of 
Lifetime Members, both current and in memoriam, is available at 

redmondhistoricalsociety.org.

poem from the paSt:  
a mother rememBerS 

her late Son
In Memory of Glenister by Nellie Perrigo Morris

“Daffodils”
As spring unfolds its flowers and leaves,

I hold to my heart dearest memories
Of a boy hand planting daffodils.

Each year their blossoms nod and sway
Outside my window as if to say

We’ve brought you a message of love from him
He who made our bed and tucked us in.

After this message has been said, 
They drooped their tired yellow heads

And once more fall asleep
To wait again another spring

And he is not dead but just away.

Nellie Perrigo Morris 
home in Tolt/Carnation.

http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org/RHS/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=105&Itemid=297
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REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY – 
MEMBER INFORMATION 

Application Effective for Year: 2021 

Date      

 

 
 Trailblazer/Student (1 member) $5     
 Pioneer/Individual (1 member) $25    
 Homesteader/Family  (2 members) $40 

 Visionary/Business  $250 
 History Maker/Lifetime (1 member) $1,000  
 Legacy/Family Lifetime (2 members) $2,000  

 
 I’d like to be a Sustaining Partner through annual donations in addition to my membership. 
 

 
Membership Name(s): 1)          2)       

Address:           Unit #:   

City:         State:       Zip    

Phone:       Email:        

Birthdate: Member 1         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

Birthdate: Member 2         mm/dd/yyyy (optional) 

 Address Change      New Member     Renewal  New to Redmond 

 I am interested in being a volunteer 

Due to increased production cost and postal fees, the Redmond Historical Society’s newsletter is 
going paperless. *Beginning September 2020, The Redmond Recorder will be sent via email.  It 
is also available on our website.   
*You may request a paper copy by contacting our office at info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  

How did you hear about the Redmond Historical Society?      

                
 

REDMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY   http://www.redmondhistoricalsociety.org 

8345 – 154th Avenue NE    Redmond, WA  98052    425-885-2919 

Redmond Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit group (Tax ID 91-1994957) 
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