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             The Redmond Recorder 
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      Redmond Historical Society 

Our mission:  
To discover, recover, preserve, share and celebrate Redmond’s history 
 
16600 NE 80th St, Room 106, Redmond, WA  98052                    425-885-2919   
www.redmondhistory.org      redmondhistory@msn.com 
Office hours: Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday, 1-4pm, or by appointment 

President’s Corner  
 
Time to pass the microphone around. I see some 

new faces. So far this year 71 new guests have 
attended our meetings. Some are fairly new to the area 
and some have been around Redmond for quite some 
time, like 90 plus years. The contributions made by 
each one of you at the meetings with your stories and 
recollections and photographs are valuable to 
preserving our history. Quite often they lead to some 
interesting conversation and open our memories to 
days gone by.  

On Nov. 13, the Redmond Historical Society 
will meet for the 52nd time in its five years of 
existence.  How many will attend is always a question, 
but I do know it will be anywhere from 45 to 90. 

So far this year there are about 250 paid 
members and 13 are lifetime memberships.   

We can all thank Miguel Llanos for producing, 
and the City of Redmond for sending out, this 
wonderful newsletter, which goes to over 750 
households by either stamp mail or e-mail.   

I have four volunteers helping out in the office 
on a regular schedule and seven subs. There are 12 
board members meeting each month, planning 
projects to preserve the history of this great town. 

I invite you folks to stop by our office to see all 
the archival notebooks, more than 100 so far, that 
Naomi Hardy, vice-president and historian, has been 
working on. 

November marks the last newsletter and general 
meeting of 2004.  We will meet again Jan.8, 2005. 
The office will be open as usual in November and 
closed for the last two weeks of December just in case 
you might want to stop by to say hello, pick up a book 
or card for a gift or if you what to research some 
Redmond history.  

It has been a fun year for me. Thank you for the 
pleasure of sharing one morning each month, greeting 
you with “welcome to our meeting”  and passing the 
microphone. I wish you all a joyful holiday season and 
hope to see you in January 2005.  

����� ���	� 
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  Sunset Gardens Dedicated 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank and Miye Yoshitake (center and left of center), Mayor 
Rosemarie Ives and the Yoshitake children and grandchildren 
gathered Oct. 22 to cut the ribbon dedicating Redmond’s new 
Sunset Gardens Park. Located on Avondale across from Conrad 
Olsen Road, the park is named after the landscaping business 
the Yoshitakes owned in the 1950s. See Page 2 for more.                                              
 

Nov. 13 Meeting: Larry Nelson’s Radio Days 
 
Redmond native Larry Nelson recounts his career as host 
of KOMO Radio’s Good Morning Show, and his steps 
getting there: from producing a #1 record (“Love You 
So”) to working for Kemper Freeman Jr . Join us at 
10.30 a.m. at the Old Redmond Schoolhouse Community 
Center. That’s Saturday, Nov. 13th. 
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    2005 Meetings 
 
   All @ 10:30 am 
Old Redmond Schoolhouse 
Community Center  
16600 NE 80th St. 
 
 Second Saturday of the month: 
    Jan. 8, Feb. 12, March 12, 
    April 9, May 14, June 11,  
    Sept. 10, Oct. 8, Nov. 12         
_________________________ 

 
    2004 Executive Board 
 
Judy Lang, President 
Naomi Hardy, VP 
Miguel L lanos, VP 
Teresa Becker, Treasurer 
Margaret Wiese,  
    Corresponding Secretary 
Beryl Standley,  
    Recording Secretary 
 
        Board of Directors 
Terr i Gordon 
Tom Hitzroth 
Jon Magnussen 
Amo Marr  
Daryl Martin 
Dor is Schaible 
 

       We need… 
 

        Office help 
We need someone to staff 
our office Thursdays 1-4 
p.m. in January.  
And we’ ll continue to be 
closed Mondays until a 
volunteer comes forward. 
 

      Archive help 
Our archive notebooks 
need to be updated. Can 
be done at your leisure; no 
experience needed. 
 
           Call Judy Lang  
          at 425-823-3551 
 

      Redmond’s Newest Her itage Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 

 

 

The name’s fitting on its own, but Sunset Gardens Park also has a 
history behind it. That was the name of Frank and M iye Yoshitake’s 
landscaping business. The Yoshitakes moved to Redmond in 1953 from 
Seattle’s Beacon Hill, buying property for a nursery on Avondale. Frank 
recalls planting 25,000 azaleas the first year only to see them killed by a 
record freeze. The business survived thanks in part to Dick Johnson at 
Redmond National Bank. 

Part of the property was later condemned by the U.S. government to 
build Coast Guard housing. Today it is transitional housing that’s right next 
to Sunset Gardens Park. 

The Yoshitakes had three daughters, Linda, Sharon and Terry, and built 
a home for Frank’s parents overlooking their property. Frank’s dad had 
moved to Seattle from Japan in 1911 and had even worked in Alaska during 
the Gold Rush. The house and property are now part of the residential 
complex called “Summerwood Apartments at Little Augusta Park.”  

 
Avondale’s Golf Course 
 

Frank Yoshitake built Lil’  
Augusta Golf Course on their 
Avondale property after having 
built the Carnation Golf Course. 18 
holes of par 3 golf cost $3.50 and 
golfers even got to snack on apples 
and Asian pears from the nursery’s 
trees. 

At the Sunset Gardens Park 
dedication, the Yoshitakes donated 
a painting by Louis Suarz, who 
with Rex Swan would often golf at 
Lil’  Augusta. Seen at left, the 
watercolor shows a golfer preparing 
to tee off on the 18th hole. It was 
located about where the new 
transitional housing is today. 
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    K ing County, Continued 
 
Our Sept. report on King County’s handling of Marymoor Park’s heritage generated this e-mail and story from 
Heidi Bohan (Bennett), an artist and educator who once lived at Slough House Park, a county jewel that’s being 
transferred to City ownership and that earlier had been the studio and home of carver Dudley Carter as part of 
the County’s now defunct artist-in-residence program. 
 
I am so glad you’ve kept me on your mailing list. Since Ralph (Bennett) and my departure from Slough House Park over 
6 years ago now, I have watched your organization form, new names appear, and your energy solidifying. And though I 
don’t live in Redmond anymore, my heart is still there. I lived for 4 years at the Conrad Olsen (house) prior to living at 
Slough House so my life has been immersed in Redmond’s history, and it has directed the work I continue to this day.  
I could not be more proud of the courage you are taking in making a stand against how King County handles their parks. 
The absolute lack of resistance against how they operate has been so puzzling to me. I have wondered if it’s just me. 
When they finally booted out Marymoor Museum, in the way and for the reasons they did, I was outraged, and yet it was 
so inevitable, they played the same game with us. This has been very quietly working its way into the fabric of KC 
organization with no public consensus. They have kept themselves untouchable, and use ignoring as a tactic and then 
wait for just the right moment to move. It’s wrong. Again, thank you all for your hard work, and now, your courage. 
 

Slough House Park 
An Ancient Story 

 
Sitting hidden among busy crossroads of commuters, joggers, bicyclists, and downtown shoppers is a place that quietly preserves 
another time. At first glance it seems to be an abandoned park that houses neglected wood carvings that beg to be explained, to have 
their story told. Then we find that these carvings were created by a man who has his own story to tell; a man who lived until 101 and 
died in that place surrounded by a circle of dedicated apprentices and patrons. And we might learn that after his death a Haida man 
came and spent many years there infusing the community with his knowledge as the village carver and storyteller. And then there is a 
strange silence as this place sits empty for too many years until the house is finally destroyed by neglect. Now there is a new era 
approaching this place.  
 
If a person pauses and goes deeper they find another story, an ancient story, one that begins to explain how this place seems to be 
protected by a veil of time. Lift that veil and you discover that this place has always been there; a crossing, a confluence, a sacred 
place. And there has always been a home here, a people protecting this place. So, what is this place sitting along the slough on the 
corner of 152nd and Leary Way? 
 
It is the site of an ancient portage crossing used to avoid paddling by canoe up the long miles of the original meandering Sammamish 
River, the river that took two days to navigate by canoe from its outlet at the ‘Big Lake’ up to the ‘Little Lake,’ through shifting river 
bottoms with thickets of shrub and flood debris. It was easier to take the finely crafted canoes out of the water and carry them over 
the hill between the lakes, following trails that have been used for this purpose for thousands of years, and then set in again at this 
place, the portage crossing, where the gravel river bottom allowed easy passage in and out to continue on their journey.  
 
It is the place where five ancient trails converge from the east coming from the Valley of the Moon, from the salmon creeks, camas 
and fern gathering grounds, and forests full of deer and elk, to use this portage crossing to travel over to the villages along the Big 
Lake, to the strawberry fields, wapato beds, and cranberry bogs, and perhaps out to the salt waters and islands. It is a place where 
travelers from the northern tribes came up the river to trade and tell stories, the Haida, the Nuuchanulth, and other distant travelers. 
And the people here, the Duwamish, the Snoqualmie, lived in this land and built their homes here and raised their children, and 
protected and cared for this land for many thousands of years.  
 
Near the portage crossing was a large meadow cultivated for camas, and wild onion, and berries of all types. A fish trap would have 
been set up where the little creek, now called Bear Creek, joined the Sammamish to capture the salmon running from the oceans to 
spawn in their annual migration. And just up stream from this portage crossing was a permanent summer village to process the 
harvest from the meadows, lakes and streams; ducks, freshwater clams, salmon, elk, edible bulbs, fiber materials for baskets and 
clothing, herbs for medicines and so much more.  
 
And the people hear the legends from 10,000 years of living in this land after the glacier receded, legends that speak of that time, the 
battle between Chinook wind and the North wind, melting the ice and freeing this land to grow again. Legends of cedar rope ladders 
that descend from the sky world to be used as a rope swing until the rope fell to earth where rock marks its presence today.  

Continued on Page 4 
 



History is Happening in Redmond! 

The Redmond Recorder 11/04 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                  

 

 
 

Redmondiscing… 
 
Nancy (Harder) Marth e-mails: 

My grandfather Albert 
Hollingswor th was one of the 1st 
board directors for the Redmond 
Chamber of Commerce and also a 
charter member of the Redmond 
Lions. He owned Center Hardware 
in the Quackenbush Building. After 
he retired to his home on the 
Redmond-Woodinville Rd., he was 
requested by many previous 
customers to obtain supplies for 
them so he reopened his hardware 
business out of his home and ran it 
for several more years until his final 
retirement in 1963. 

My mother, Diane 
Hollingswor th Harder , was active 
in the Redmond Bicycle Derby and 
was princess when Diantha Rees 
Janus was queen … Maybe I'll 
encourage my mother to attend the 
Society meeting. I see several 
familiar names on your list of 
attendees. 

 
Jeannine Elser Gill e-mails: 

I enjoy it (the newsletter) so 
much and thank all of you who 
work in getting it together.    

I'm still looking for pictures of 
Pete Douglass, Glor ia Radtke, 
Rober t McGee and Marge 
Rosenthal when we were working 
at Douglass Drug Store around 
1957-60. Some of my sweetest 
memories are of working as a soda 
jerk at Douglass Drug Store. 

Gloria was very glamorous 
and sophisticated to me. She was up 
on the latest fashions and very busy 
socially.  We lived a more rural life 
at our home. Grandpa still had a 
double seater out back with the 
Sears catalog in it. Not for just 
reading either. 

So when I used room freshener 
on my hair instead of hair spray, 
Pete and Gloria laughed until tears 
ran down their cheeks when I 
complained that the Rexall hair 
spray was not very good, but it did 
smell nice. 
Got Douglass photos? If so, Jeannine 
can be reached at gilljn@msn.com  

                  Perr igo Heights Update 
  
      Last month, the Society urged the City Council to protect Perrigo Springs, 
Redmond’s first water supply, in light of the proposed Perrigo Heights development.  
     After significant reaction from the community, the City Council has decided to 
walk the site to examine the proposed sewer line. The Nov. 6 tour, which is at 9 a.m. 
and open to the public, could be followed by Council approval, rejection or further 
study. Several residents have suggested trying to purchase the property through a City 
parks bond, and then leaving nature to tend to the woods. Stay tuned for the next 
chapter! 

 
                                  Slough House Park, An Ancient Story 

Continued from Page 3 

                      
                              

The gravel bottom of the portage crossing is still there, and provides the only salmon redd 
along the Sammamish River, you can see it on the Leary footbridge, and watch as the 
spawning salmon lay their eggs and protect them until their death. This very portage 
crossing allowed the first European settlers a place to get out of the river. The nearby 
meadows, kept cleared by burning for thousands of years, became the first homestead sites, 
the camas and onion plowed under and hay planted instead to provide feed for the oxen 
needed to log the forests. And a town formed here because of this portage crossing, first 
named ‘Salmonberg’ for the plentiful salmon of the small creek and river, eventually 
growing into the city we call Redmond today.  
 
The Snoqualmie people have memory of a small plank house at this portage crossing site, 
separate from the others. This speaks of ancient knowledge, spirit knowledge, and people 
coming to this place for that knowledge. And the people that followed; the 101-year-old 
carver and his apprentices, the Haida man and his community, understood that, felt that 
presence. The carvings stand today, welcoming the salmon home each year, protecting the 
river otter and beaver that still use these waters, and they pass on the legends to the people 
who still come together from trails traveling long distances, still using the portage crossing 
as Leary Bridge.  
 
The salmon still return each year, the great blue heron still roost nearby, the river otters raise 
their young each year, the loons rest in the cottonwoods along the river during the winter 
months, the beaver search for young trees to feed their young and build their homes, and the 
muskrats busy themselves along the shoreline. Coyote passes through, and black bear 
sometimes ventures near searching for a place to call home.  
 
And the carvings stand as testament to this more ancient time, speak of the condors that used 
to live in this land, tell of the quest for music and blue elder, and reveal the story of how 
Thunderbird came to be. And a Haida style longhouse stands empty waiting to continue the 
tradition of this place to share ancient knowledge. The veil is lifting again.   
 
Heidi can be reached at heidi.bohan@verizon.net. 
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 Were You at our 
Oct. 9 Meeting? 
These folks were: 
Alexander, Margo Marr 
Backstrom, Jeannette 
Becker, Teresa Lang 
Burhen, Tove 
Campbell, Sally 
Cisneros, Nancy 
Cook, Dorothy*  
Elduen, Violet Cook 
Garland, Lillian 
Garrity, Yvonne Lampaert 
Goetschius, Millie 
Goetschius, Russell 
Gordon, Terri 
Hahnlen, Charlotte Everson 
Hardy, Naomi 
Himes, Chris 
Hudson, Carolyn 
Ingersoll, Jo Ann 
Isackson, Duane 
Isackson, Joanne 
Jovag, Pat Weiss 
Joyce, Barb Weiss 
Kenyon, Cheryl 
Lampaert, Roy 
Lang, Judy Aries 
Lutz, Br ian*  
Magnuson, Cheryl 
Martin, Bob 
Marr, Clare Amo 
McCormick, Elma 
McCormick, Nancy 
Miller, Larry E. 
Moffett, Ben 
Moffett, Leena 
Potter, Dale 
Potter, Jo Ann 
Rosenbach, Patsy Cook 
Schaible, Doris 
Shinn, Valerie 
Stoneback, Phyliss 
Standley, Beryl 
Truss, Colin 
Truss, Pamela 
Valenta, Fred*  
Walthall, Fran 
Walthall, Phil*  
Weil-Piechenick, Shlomit 
Weiss, Rose 
Wiese, Margaret Evers 

*First-time attendees 

Thank Yous! 
A heap of historical thanks to these great people for donating  
treasures, expertise, time and energy! 
 
Councilman Jim Robinson for coming to the defense of the 
Community Treasures fund. When the idea of using money from it 
for a housing project was raised, he reminded the City that the 
Council created the fund to use for large preservation projects. 
 
Frances McEvers for donating her Redmond High School diploma, 
class of 1930. 
 
Rose Weiss for the Redmond Chamber of Commerce map. 
 
Colin Truss for helping staff the office. 
 
Char lene Hahnlen for helping out at the October general meeting. 
 
Shlomit Weil-Piechenick, Fran Walthall, and Margaret Wiese for 
their help with the Family History Expo in Bellevue. 
 
Ward Martin for offering to tend the office in November. 
 
Margaret Jeppesen Ezell for donating an old photograph of 
downtown Redmond. 
 
The Redmond Reporter  for its continued coverage of heritage 
issues. And congratulations to reporter Sarah Koenig for having 
recently won two excellence in journalism awards. 
 
 
 

No December  meeting 
Just a reminder that there’s no general membership meeting in 
December. We’ ll start up again Jan. 8! 
 
 

90 or  Better? 
 

Are you at least 90 years young?  Or do you know someone with links 
to Redmond who is? If so, the Society would like to send birthday 
cards to these very special people. 
 
Please phone Amo Marr  at 425-868-4094, or e-mail us at 
redmondhistory@msn.com.  
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Join the Redmond Histor ical Society 
Last chance to pay 2004 dues 

And help discover, recover, preserve, share and celebrate Redmond’s history! 

Levels of Membership 
(Check 1 only) 

�
  Trailblazer (Student) ...............$ 5.00 

�
   Pioneer (Individual) .............$ 20.00 

�
   Homesteader (Family) .........$ 35.00 

�
   Entrepreneur (Supporter) ... $ 200.00 

�
   Corporate (Business).......... $ 250.00 

�
   History Maker (Lifetime) $ 1,000.00 

All Contributions are Tax Deductible 

Please make checks payable to: 
   Redmond Historical Society 
 

Mail To: 
   Redmond Historical Society 
   Attn: Membership 
   ORSCC, Room 106 
   16600 NE 80th Street 
   Redmond, WA 98052 

Name__________________________________________________   Phone ______________________ 
          (Please print your name exactly as you would like it to appear on your name tag for general meetings.) 
 
Address _____________________________________________  City _______________________  St ________  Zip _________________ 
 
E-Mail Address ________________________________________   Birth Date (MM/DD/YYYY) __________________________________ 
 
If Family Membership, other names to be included: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you would like a short, one-liner on your name tag (e.g. Charter Member, or Pioneers Since 1903), enter it below: 

                           Newsletters via E-mail  
If you have e-mail please consider receiving our newsletter that 
way in order to save on mailing costs. To sign up, e-mail 
redmondhistory@msn.com. If it doesn’t work out you can always 
go back to US Mail. 
 

  Roy Lampaer t Joins 
L ifetime Member  L ist 
 
     The October general meeting 
came with a surprise: Roy 
Lampaert joined the Society as 
a Lifetime Member. He thanked 
the Society for the attention 
given to his family, but Roy, 
it’ s the attention and history that 
you, your brother and your 
family have provided Redmond 
that we’re so grateful for!  
    For those not familiar with 
the Lampaerts, visit our Web 
site at www.redmondhistory.org 
and search for Lampaert. You’ ll 
find lots of stories and photos! 
Roy’s own recollections are at: 
www.redmondhistory.org/DOC/Re
dmondMemories_RoyLampaert_1
993.doc  

 

                   Those Were the Days 
                From The March 10, 1927, East Side Journal: 
 

 


